Uyeasound Pier, Unst

Uyeasound is an important area for the aquaculture industry in the
south end of Unst with some 30 people employed. The old pier facili-
ties, opposite the old Westside shop were inadequate because of a
lack of water depth and a structure in a poor state of repair. The pier
was unsuitable for use in all weather conditions so the majority of the
workboats had to be left on moorings overnight. In bad weather access
to the vessels had to be by small tender which created safety risks to
the men reaching and returning to their boats. The need for a safe all
weather pier with space for onshore development space was identi-
fied as critical for the development of the wider area.

A site on the east site of Uyeasound was identified as being suitable
as it allowed use of the existing pier during the construction phase and
had an area shorewards of the site that could provide a small industrial
site.

To provide the required degree of shelter a solid construction was pro-
posed and adopted. The orientation of the pier was selected to provide
the best shelter from the prevailing weather conditions at the site. The
length of the inner arm of the pier was chosen to make best use of the
natural seabed contours to achieve the required water depth of 3.5m
below chart datum without the need for dredging.

The pier was built using steel sheet piling with a concrete capping
beam and concrete deck. The outer arm of the pier has been designed
to carry a crane outrigger load of 100 tonnes to enable the salmon
workboats to be lifted out of the water if required.

The approach arm of the pier was rock armoured to break up wave
action on its exposed side and provide some protection to pier users
working on the pier in bad weather.

A slipway was provided to allow recovery of boats for maintenance or
repair and for general use by small boats in the area.

The industrial site was part funded by Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise
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