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REPORT
To: Planning Committee 25 May 2011

From: Planning Officer (Conservation)
Planning
Infrastructure Services Department

CONSERVATION GRANT
99 Commercial Street, Lerwick

1. Introduction

1.1 This report recommends that the Council offer a Conservation Grant in
respect of re-roofing and other works to conserve 99 Commercial
Street (J R White & Co.), Lerwick.

2. Links to Council Priorities and Risk

2.1 99 Commercial Street makes an important contribution to Shetland’s
built heritage, and its sympathetic repair will contribute to the Council’s
priority of protecting Shetland’s renowned built environment (Corporate
Plan 2010-2012).

2.2 If a conservation grant is not approved there is a risk that the special
character of the building may be lost.

3. Background

3.1 The Council’s Conservation Grant Scheme offers assistance towards
the restoration and repair of buildings of architectural or historical
interest.  Eligible works include all works necessary to conserve the
fabric or character of a building using traditional materials and
methods.  The Scheme can also assist with emergency works to listed
buildings at risk, and the commissioning of specialist reports such as
Conservation Plans.

3.2 Most Conservation Grant applications are dealt with under delegated
authority.  Applications are reported for a decision when they are
outwith the Council’s approved policy and criteria.  This application is
being reported to the Planning Committee because the proposed grant
is greater than the maximum amount that can be offered under
delegation.

3.3 99 Commercial Street is a 2½-storey tenement standing end-on to the
street.  The building dates from the early eighteenth century, with
nineteenth century alterations including the conversion of the ground
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floor into a shop.  The historic and architectural importance of the
building is recognised by its Category B listing.

3.4 The works involve re-covering the roof with Scotch slate, installing
conservation-type rooflights; and replacing two sash and case
windows.

3.5 The surviving Scotch slate roof laid in traditional diminishing courses
contributes significantly to the quality and character of this building.
The proposals will protect the special interest of the building through
the re-use of the existing slates, with any shortfall made up of second
hand Scotch slate to match.

3.6 The total cost of the works is estimated at £38,380 plus VAT.

4. Conservation Grant Application 112/02: 99 Commercial Street, Lerwick

4.1 I would ask Members to consider approving a grant of £10,000
towards the costs of the work.  This amount represents the additional
costs of re-covering the roof with Scotch slate compared with the use
of a cheaper modern roofing material, namely manmade slate.

4.2 I feel that it would be appropriate to offer this level of grant because of
the importance of the works to retaining the special character of the
building.

5. Financial Implications

5.1 If approved, the grant offer can be met from within the existing
Conservation Grant budget.  A summary of the 2011/2012 budget is
set out in paragraph 5.2 below.

5.2 Reserve Fund
RRY8486
Budget 2011/2012 £100,000
Less
Grants Paid Out £0
Grants Offered but Outstanding £73,695
Grants recommended in this report £10,000
Total Awards £83,695

Budget Remaining £16,305

6. Policy and Delegated Authority

6.1 The Head of Planning has delegated authority to determine
Conservation Grant applications that fall within approved policy
guidelines and are within budget.  However, although this application
falls within the Conservation Grant Scheme the amount sought is not
within the approved criteria for determination by officers.  It therefore
requires the approval of the Planning Committee (Paragraph 2.4.1 of
the SIC’s Scheme of Administration and Delegations).
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7. Conclusion

7.1 The proposed works to 99 Commercial Street will help safeguard the
fabric and character of this important historic building.  Whilst I have
proposed a greater level of assistance than stated in the approved
conservation grant policy I consider that it is appropriate given the
significance of the works in protecting the special interests of the
building.

8. Recommendation

8.1 I recommend that the Planning Committee:

Approves a Conservation Grant of £10,000 for works to 99
Commercial Street, Lerwick, subject to standard grant conditions.

Report Number: PL-14-11-F
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