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Shetland Islands Council

1.0 Summary

1.1      This report concerns the installation of an air source heat pump to be
sited at the rear of 50 Goodlad Crescent in Lerwick.

1.2 This application is being presented to Members of the Planning
Committee under the approved Scheme of Delegation, as the applicant
is an employee of the Planning Service.

2.0 Decision Required

2.1  The Planning Committee is asked to determine the application. It is
recommended that the application be approved subject to conditions.

3.0 Determination

3.1  Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act (as
amended) 1997 states that:

Where, in making any determination under the planning Acts, regard is
to be had to the development plan, the determination is, unless
material considerations indicate otherwise, to be made in accordance
with that plan.

There are statutory development plan policies against which this
application has to be assessed.  Those policies of significance are
listed below.   Unless material considerations indicate otherwise, the
determining issue to be considered is whether the proposal complies
with development plan policies.

Planning Committee  7 November 2014

2014/290/PPF – Install Air Source Heat Pump, 50 Goodlad Crescent, Lerwick,
by Ms Amy Maclean.

Report Number : PL-10-14-F

Report Presented by Planning Officer –
Development Management, Planning

Development Services Department
Planning Service

Agenda Item

2
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Statutory Development Plan Policies:

Shetland Islands Council Local Development Plan 2014
GP1 Sustainable Development
RE1 Renewable Energy

Shetland Islands Council Interim Planning Policy Towards
Sustainable Construction and Better Design in Shetland (Dec
2009)
SPG 9: Heat Pumps (Ground and Air Source)

Safeguarding
None

4.0 Report

4.1 This planning application is for the proposed installation of a ground
mounted, free-standing air source heat pump.

4.2 The unit stands 619mm high and is 824mm in width and 299mm in
depth.  The proposed location of the air source heat pump will be in the
rear garden area of the applicant’s property at 50 Goodlad Crescent -
approximately 1 metre from the rear external wall and approximately
200mm off the north garden boundary.

4.3 As is standard with these types of development, the Council’s
Environmental Health Service was consulted at the outset, to ensure
that the unit is sited in an appropriate location that will not introduce
any unwanted noise pollution.  Part of their consideration includes the
assessment of the generic noise data submitted with the unit’s
specification; this is assessed against the proposed location and more
importantly, the location of any neighbouring domestic property.

4.4 In light of their assessment, the Environmental Health Service has no
objections to the siting of the unit in the proposed location. However, to
ensure that there would be no risk of noise pollution to the property to
the south – number 48 Goodlad Crescent – the Environmental Health
Service have recommended that a 5 foot high, closed slatted fence, be
erected covering approximately one-third of the length of the garden
boundary, measured from the rear elevation.  Should Members be
minded to approve the application, a condition has been recommended
that seeks to ensure that the unit would not be commissioned or
become operational, until the installation of the fence is completed and
built to a specification previously agreed in writing by the Planning
Authority.

4.5 In terms of the neighbouring property directly to the north (number 52);
the unit will stand 200mm off the boundary directly adjacent to the
neighbouring property’s rear extension.  The extension is a solid block
wall construction with no openings, with an approximately 5 foot high
block boundary wall directly to the unit’s east side.  It is therefore
considered that the unit will not introduce unwanted noise to number 52
Goodland Crescent, due to wall construction and boundary wall
specification.
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4.6 Within the recently adopted Shetland Local Development Plan (Sept
2014), policy GP1 Sustainable Development, seeks to encourage
developments such as air source heat pumps.  Policy RE1 Renewable
Energy also supports this development, and states that the Council is
committed to delivering renewable energy developments that
contribute to the sustainable development of Shetland.  Proposals for
renewable energy developments will be supported where it can be
demonstrated that there are no unacceptable impacts on people, the
natural and water environment, landscape, historic environment and
the built environmental and cultural environment of Shetland.   This
proposed renewable energy development will not have a negative
impact on any of the aforementioned environments.

4.7 The unit is sited in a location that will not have any negative impact on
the setting of the existing dwellinghouse, nor the setting or character of
the Goodland Crescent area, therefore the proposal complies with the
aims of interim planning policy SPG9: Heat Pumps (Ground and Air).

5.0  Implications (of Decision)

Strategic

5.1 Delivery on Corporate Priorities – A decision made on the planning
application that accords with the development plan would contribute
directly to the Single Outcome Agreement through the outcome that we
live in well designed, sustainable places.

5.2 Community/Stakeholder Issues – Standard consultations were sent
during the processing of the application.

5.2.1 Shetland Islands Council – Environmental Health Service raised
no objections to the proposal subject to the installation of an
acoustic barrier/fence along the south boundary, prior to
commissioning of the air source heat pump unit.

5.3 Policy and/or Delegated Authority –  The  application  is  for  a
development falling within the category of Local Development.  As the
application is by a member of the Planning Service the decision is
therefore delegated to the Planning Committee under the Planning
Scheme of Delegations that has been approved by the Scottish
Ministers.

5.4 Risk Management – If Members are minded to refuse the application, it
is imperative that clear reasons for proposing the refusal of planning
permission contrary to the development plan policy and the officer's
recommendation be given and minuted.   This is in order to comply with
Regulation 28 of the Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013.  Furthermore, it
provides clarity in the case of a subsequent planning appeal or judicial
review against the Planning Committee’s decision.  Failure to give clear
planning reasons for the decision could lead to the decision being
overturned or quashed.  In addition, an award of costs could be made
against the Council.  This could be on the basis that it is not possible to
mount a reasonable defence of the Council's decision.
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6.0 Conclusions

6.1 Taking the comments received into account and having assessed the
proposed development against Shetland Local Development Plan 2014
policies listed in paragraph 3.1, the proposal is found to be compliant
with their aims.

6.2 For the reasons set out in section 4 above the proposal complies with
the development plan policy and is recommended for approval, subject
to the conditions listed in the schedule appended to this Report of
Handling.

For further information please contact:
Jonny Wiseman, Planning Officer – Development Management
Tel:  01595 744830
Email: jonny.wiseman@shetland.gov.uk
Report Cleared: 29 October 2014

List of Appendices

1a Location Plan
1b Site Plan
2 Air Source Heat Pump Specification
3  Schedule of Recommended Conditions

Background documents:

 Shetland Local Development Plan 2014
Interim Planning Policy Toward Sustainable Construction (2009)
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PL-10-14-d1 - Appendix 3

2014/290/PPF:  Install air source heat pump, 50 Goodlad Crescent, Lerwick

By:  Ms Amy Maclean

Details of Approved Plans

• Site & Location Plan 1024.10
17.09.2014

• Existing Plan 1024.01
17.09.2014

• Proposed Plan 1024.02
17.09.2014

• Air Source Heat Pump Details 2014/290/PPF – 01
19.09.2014

• Air Source Heat Pump Specification 2014/290/PPF – 03
        15.10.2014

Reasons for Council’s Decision

The siting of the air source heat pump will not have any negative environmental
effect on the amenity of surrounding properties, nor will it detract from the setting of
Goodlad Crescent.  This proposal complies with Shetland Islands Council’s Local
Development Plan 2014 policies GP1 Sustainable Development, RE1 Renewable
Energy and SPG 9: Heat Pumps (Ground and Air Source)

Schedule of Recommended Conditions

(1)  The development hereby permitted shall not be carried out other than wholly
in accordance with the approved plans and details (as may be amended and/or
expanded upon by a listed document following afterward) unless previously
approved in writing by the Planning Authority.

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt as to what is being authorised by this
permission.
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PL-10-14-d1 - Appendix 3

 (2)     The developer shall submit a written ‘Notice of Initiation of Development’ to
the Planning Authority at least 7 days prior to the intended date of commencement of
development. Such a notice shall:

(a) include the full name and address of the person intending to carry out the
development;

(b) state if that person is the owner of the land to which the development relates and
if that person is not the owner provide the full name and address of the owner;

(c) where a person is, or is to be, appointed to oversee the carrying out of the
development on site, include the name of that person and details of how that person
may be contacted; and

(d) include the date of issue and reference number of the notice of the decision to
grant planning permission for such development.

Reason: To ensure that the developer has complied with the pre-commencement
conditions applying to the consent, and that the development is carried out in
accordance with the approved documents, in compliance with Section 27A of The
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended).

(3)      This permission shall relate solely to the installation of:

Panasonic KIT-E15-PKE ‘Air to Air’ source heat pump no greater than the following
dimensions:

Height   619mm

Width  824mm

Depth 299mm

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country (General Permitted
Development (Scotland) Order 1992 or any subsequent replacement or amendment
Order, no other Air Source Heat Pump shall be erected on the site hereby approved
without planning permission being granted on an application made to the Planning
Authority.

Reason:  To protect the existing residential amenity of the occupiers of the adjacent
properties as the impact of a larger or different Air Source Heat Pump has not been
assessed, in compliance with Shetland Islands Council's Local Development Plan
policy 2014 Polices GP1 and RE1.
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PL-10-14-d1 - Appendix 3

(4)   An acoustic barrier or closed slatted fence shall be sited along part of the south
boundary of the site as shown in green on the attached plan (2014/290/PPF – 02).
No development shall commence until a specification for the acoustic barrier/fence
has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority.  The air
source heat pump shall not be commissioned or become operational until the
approved acoustic barrier/fence has been completed.

Reason:  To protect the amenity of nearby residential properties and in compliance
with Shetland Islands Council's Local Development Plan policy 2014 Polices GP1
and RE1.

(5)  The acoustic barrier or closed slatted fence shall remain in place throughout the
lifetime of the air source heat pump.

Reason: To protect the amenity of nearby residential properties and in compliance
with Shetland Islands Council's Local Development Plan policy 2014 Polices GP1
and RE1.
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