UK PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTION:  5 May 2005


Orkney and Shetland Constituency – Shetland Islands Area





For this election, the Orkney Islands Council Chief Executive is overall Returning Officer for the Orkney and Shetland Constituency.





The Shetland Islands Council’s Returning Officer acts as Depute Returning Officer for the Shetland area.





Electorate		�
Total – 16855


1069 postal voters�
�
�
�
�
Polling Places�
22 Electoral Divisions 


30 Polling Place (Community Centres/Local Halls) 


37 Polling stations – elector numbers for polling stations  range from 69 on isle of Fetlar to 927 in Scalloway


Lerwick – capital of Shetland – has 8 polling stations, totalling 5297 voters 


Islands of Fair Isle, Papa Stour, Foula and Skerries are all-postal voters. 


The most northerly ballot box in the UK is situated in the North Unst Public Hall, Haroldswick, Unst and serves 438 voters.�
�
�
�
�
Number of Polling Station Staff�
74�
�



Collection of Ballot Boxes at Close of Poll





At the close of Poll, ballot boxes from Polling Stations on the Shetland Mainland will be transported by road to Sumburgh Airport by Presiding Officers and other Assistants.





Boxes from the outer isles of Unst, Yell, Whalsay and Fetlar are transported using the Council’s Inter Island Ferries, to the Shetland mainland, and onward to Sumburgh by road.





After completion and collection of ballot boxes at Sumburgh Airport, special arrangements apply to get the boxes to Orkney for transporting to the count in Kirkwall by air.   Departure time from Shetland will be approximately 1.30 a.m. with final declaration of the Count at approximately 3.30 a.m.








Contacts:  	Jan-Robert Riise, Depute Returning Officer, Shetland Islands Area


		Anne Cogle, Electoral Administrator, Shetland Islands Area


Telephone:	01595 744551 or 01595 744554


e-mail:		returning.officer@sic.shetland.gov.uk





End.


