
FAQ ABOUT BLUETONGUE VACCINATION AND SHETLAND

1) Which animals do I need to vaccinate and when?

All sheep and cattle being exported to mainland Scotland from Shetland must be vaccinated for BTV 8 from 30/4/09.  This is a compulsory vaccination and producers could face fine or imprisonment if exported animals are found not to have been vaccinated after this time. 

2) 
Are there any exemptions to this requirement to vaccinate all sheep and cattle leaving Shetland?

Sheep and cattle less than 3 months old at the time of export do not need to be vaccinated. Cattle and sheep moving from Shetland to elsewhere in Scotland must be vaccinated before moving, unless they are moving to slaughter or to slaughter via a market. 

3)
Why is vaccination of all sheep and cattle >3 months of age in Shetland not compulsory as it is in the rest of Scotland?

The unique situation in Shetland - distance from the mainland, testing of all imported animals and low temperatures, have enabled the Scottish Government to give Shetland an exemption from the need to vaccinate all cattle and sheep in Shetland.  

4) 
Can I still vaccinate the rest of my cattle/sheep remaining on Shetland?

Vaccination of animals remaining in Shetland is not compulsory but can be carried out by the producer at any time dependent on their management situation.  It may make the management of cull cattle easier if the whole herd is vaccinated to a planned schedule and so disposals can be made at short notice.

5)
Can the producer vaccinate their own animals or does it need to be carried out by a vet?

Bluetongue vaccination can be carried out by the producer unless animals are being exported outside the UK.  For details ask your vet.

6)
What certification is required for Bluetongue?
Vaccinated stock requires a Scottish Bluetongue Vaccination Declaration.  This is completed by the producer and details required include vaccine batch numbers.  Copies can be obtained from your veterinary surgeon, Environmental Health, Grantfield or downloaded from the Scottish Government website. Animals moving under the slaughter exemption require a ‘Slaughter declaration’ certificate.  This can be obtained from Environmental Health, Grantfield or your veterinary surgeon. All batches of animals presented at the pier for export to the mainland must carry either a Bluetongue Vaccination Declaration or a Slaughter Declaration certificate. For private sales this declaration should accompany the animals providing the purchaser with details and dates of vaccination.  For auction sales the declaration should be presented to the auctioneer prior to the sale.  Contact your selling agent for details of their requirements.

7) 
How do I order vaccine?

Vaccine must be ordered through your local veterinary surgeon using an official Order Form.  This information will be used by the Scottish Government to monitor compliance with the vaccination regulations. 

There are 3 companies manufacturing BTV 8 vaccine.  The Merial vaccine is subsidised by the Scottish Government.   Discuss details on vaccine and vaccination schedules with your own vet.

8)
Can I use other manufacturers vaccine brands?

Yes but the same brand should be used to complete the initial course of vaccine.  In future year’s different brands of vaccine can be used for the annual booster. For use in small numbers of cattle or sheep a non-subsidised brand in a smaller bottle may prove cheaper than the Merial product.

9)
How often do I need to vaccinate my animals?

Sheep require one dose of vaccine and an annual booster. Cattle require two doses of vaccine given approx. 1-month apart and then annual boosters (consult with your vet, as individual manufacturers instructions will differ).

10)
Do cattle require a full course of 2 vaccinations a month apart before export?

Yes.  Producers will need to plan ahead so that vaccine can be ordered and administered prior to export.
11)
Which strains of Bluetongue is the vaccine effective against?

Type 8 only.

12)
Do my goats need to be vaccinated?

Vaccination of goats is voluntary, as the vaccine is not licensed for use in this species.  Consult with your vet for details.

13)
What is being done to prevent bluetongue arriving in Shetland with imported animals?

A programme of testing at the pier has been agreed with the Scottish Government and began on 1.11.08.  This testing is funded by the SIC through the Shetland Animal Health Scheme.

14)
Where can I get more information on the regulations and use of vaccine?

On the Scottish Government Website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/BTVvaccination
From your local Veterinary Surgeon.

From your local Animal Health Office:

Inverurie Animal Health Office Tel: 01467 626610 

Nightline: 07071 300360
E-mail: AH.Inverurie@animalhealth.gsi.gov.uk
From your SIC contact:

Maggie Dunne Tel: 01595 744841

