Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 

Improvement/Repairs Grants & Reserve Fund Property Grants
There is a waiting list in operation for non-priority grants and your enquiry will be placed on this list on receipt of the attached form. You will be contacted when an inspection on your property becomes likely. Please bear in mind that this may not be for some considerable time, as inspections for non-priority grants are not being carried out at the moment.

Inspections are being carried out for priority grants.  The definitions of priority grants are detailed overleaf. A simple calculation sheet has been enclosed with this letter, which you can use to indicate whether you suffer from fuel poverty.

The grants system now includes a test of resources. Applicants can receive an indication of the amount of grant they may be eligible for by completing the appropriate section of the attached form.

The Reserve Fund Property grant is 50% grant with a maximum of up to £2,250.00 available. This grant does not involve a means test but the waiting list applies.

Please note that grant aid will not be available for works carried out prior to formal approval being given and that this procedure only applies to owner-occupiers and qualifying tenants, different procedures apply with respect to landlords.

Please complete and return the attached form. 
If you have any queries regarding this letter or would like any further information please contact Elaina Leach on 01595 744816 or Avril Smith on 01595 744807.









Priority Circumstances

1
Where applicant is in receipt of the following benefits:

·  Income Support

·  Income Based Job-Seekers Allowance

·  Guarantee Element of Pension Credit

	2       Where minimum percentage grant applies

         (A grant available without a means test when specific circumstances apply)

	

	           Improvement Grant - 50%:

	· Bring a house up to the tolerable standard (see notes below)

	· Comply with Improvement Order 

	· Properties in Housing Action Areas

	· Disabled adaptations

	· Common improvement works

	

	           Repairs Grant – 50%:

	·  Comply with Repairs Notice

	·  Common repairs works

	

	           House in Multiple Occupation Grant – 20%:

	·  Comply with means of escape from fire notice

3         Where the household is in fuel poverty

           A household is in fuel poverty if, in order to maintain a satisfactory heating regime, it

           would require to spend more than 10% of its income (including Housing Benefit and

           Income Support and Mortgage Interest) on all the household fuel.
4        Where gull proofing is required

           Grant aid is only available to properties, which require pest control for this problem.

           This work would be carried out separately from other works the property may require. 

           You should be aware that if an application is made for grant aid under the Reserve Fund

           Property Grant scheme, it will reduce the amount available for future works. This grant is 

           awarded once only per property, for a maximum of £2,250.00.   


Notes on The Tolerable Standard

A house meets the tolerable standard only if it:-

a.
is structurally stable;

b.
is substantially free from rising or penetrating damp;

c.
has satisfactory provision for natural and artificial lighting, for ventilation and 


for heating;

d.
has an adequate piped supply of wholesome water available within the house;

e.
has a sink provided with a satisfactory supply of both hot and cold water 


within the house;

f. has a water closet or waterless closet available for the exclusive use of the occupants of the house and suitably located within the house;

f(a)
has a fixed bath or shower and a wash-hand basin, each provided with a satisfactory supply of both hot and cold water and suitably located within the house;

g.
has an effective system for the drainage and disposal of foul and surface water;

h.
has satisfactory facilities for the cooking of food within the house;

i.
has satisfactory access to all external doors and outbuildings.

 (Please note that these are basic standards)
To: 
Service Manager – Environmental Health


Infrastructure Services Department


Shetland Islands Council


Grantfield


Lerwick


Shetland


ZE1 0NT


Name(s)

……………………………
Address of
…………………………..









Property


Address
…………………………………
(if different)
……………………………………
…………………………………


…………………………..




…………………………………


…………………………..




…………………………………


…………………………..


Please circle if appropriate


I receive any of the required benefits.





Yes

My property is Below Tolerable Standard.




Yes

I require disabled adaptations.






Yes

My property shares the works required with an adjoining property.

Yes

I suffer from fuel poverty.







Yes

My property has a gull problem.






Yes

If you have answered yes to any of these questions, further correspondence will


be sent to you shortly.
OR


I wish to be placed on the waiting list for grant aid.



Yes


Please send me a percentage indication form.




Yes


I wish to placed on the waiting list for a Reserve Fund Property grant only.
Yes

Signature(s)
……………………………………………


Date

……………………………………………












PTO
Please Note: 

All information should be quoted as ANNUAL FIGURES for the last 52 weeks and be the total for ALL members of the household.
	Income

	Type
	Amount

	Income from employment or pension if retired 

(Net of Tax and National Insurance)
	

	Income from all savings and investments 

eg. Interest received from bank accounts
	

	Income from property you rent out
	

	ANY and ALL other types of income 

eg. Insurance claims, maintenance payments
	

	List any type of benefit received and amount


	

	Income Total


	

	

	Fuel Costs

	Type
	Amount

	Solid Fuel (e.g. coal)
	

	Electricity
	

	Oil
	

	Gas
	

	Other (e.g. district heating)
	

	Fuel Cost Total


	


Your household is in fuel poverty if your fuel cost total is more than 10% of the household earnings total.
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