OCCASIONAL APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE SHETLAND ISLANDS AREA LICENSING BOARD


Name(s) Designation(s) and


Address(es) of Applicants
Premises
Type of Licence
Decision

1.
Application for Occasional Extension of Permitted Hours

	(a)
	Bressay Public Hall Committee and

Thomas J Rowley, Parkhead, Bressay
	Bressay Public Hall

Bressay


	Entertainment
	1am - 4am Saturday 25 February 2006 

(Bressay Up Helly Aa) 

Acting Chief Inspector Bell said that whilst he appreciated the Board had to treat each application on its own merits, and although there had been no trouble at events of this type in the past, this application appeared to be outwith the terms of the Board’s policy and he was concerned that if it was approved, it might set a precedent.

The Depute Clerk advised that current policy gave delegated powers to the Clerk to deal with such applications which are in respect of events held on premises which are part of official Up Helly Aa celebrations where the hours requested include hours up to 3am the following morning.  However, because this application fell outwith policy, it required to be considered by the Committee.

The agent for the applicant spoke in support of the application.  He explained that the reasons for requesting an extension until 4am was that there were more squads taking part this year.  Normally, squads would finish at 1am but it was anticipated that because of the increase in the number of squads, they would not finish until 2am.  The request for 4am was also to tie in with the ferry timetable because ferries were scheduled to leave Bressay at 1am and 4am.  He pointed out that the bar in the hall would not be open at all on Up-Helly-Aa night and the Hall Committee felt it would be better to allow people to stay in the hall until catching the ferry at 4am.

A brief discussion followed during which it was suggested that the Board should revisit its policy with regard to applications for occasional extensions, occasional licences and occasional permission.  The Depute Clerk agreed this could be considered at a future meeting.

Mr W Tait moved the Committee approve the extension but it should be restricted until 3am.  Mr B P Gregson seconded, adding that whilst he sympathised with the reasons for the application for the extension until 4am, he was concerned that if granted, this would set a precedent.

Granted (in part)




