SHETLAND ISLANDS AREA LICENSING BOARD

6 February 2008

Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976 as Amended

Applications for Occasional Extension

Policy and Practice for Extension of Hours

1.
Introduction

The purpose of this report is to present the context for the two particular applications for occasional extension listed on the attached list of applications, and to seek clarification from the Board as to the policy and practice for extension of hours with respect to the amendments decided on at the meeting on 21 January 2008.

2.
Discussion 
2.1
At the meeting on 21 January 2008 the Board considered my report on the policy and practice for extension of hours.  The Board decided that the guideline hour for grant of extension of permitted hours, which had previously been set at 3am for particular significant one-off or annually recurring events, should be restricted to 2am across the board.  The Board decided also that the 1am “curfew” i.e. the standard condition restricting admittance of any person to the premises after 1am on any night, should apply to all premises including nightclubs.

2.2
In light of the policy as amended, the Board decided on a number of applications at the meeting on 21 January and in any case where hours had been applied for to 3am, the Board restricted the grant to 2am.  The standard condition restricting admittance to any person after 1am was also imposed on any grants of extension beyond that hour.

2.3
Included in the applications affected by the amended policy were regular extension applications from each of the two Nesting Halls which had included among the general extension of hours applying throughout the year a request for extension for the particular night of Friday 8 February through to 3am on Saturday 9 February 2008 relating to the Nesting and Girlsta Up Helly Aa.  That particular part of the application was restricted to 2am and a condition restricting admittance to 1am was imposed.  Following discussions with representatives from each of the hall premises they have submitted fresh occasional extension applications as listed in the Appendix which are limited to application to 2am on Saturday 9 February 2008 but seek removal of any condition of no admittance after 1am as that would make the Up Helly Aa event unable to continue in its present form.  

2.4
Besides considering the particular applications listed, the Board are asked to clarify the intention with respect to the policy as amended.  It may have been the intention that the issue of restricting admittance is only one for the nightclub and public house premises within the Lerwick area and the restriction is not relevant for premises elsewhere in Shetland.  

3.
Recommendation


3.1
I recommend that the Board decide on the particular applications presented from the Nesting Halls and provide clarification on the extent of the amendment to the policy and practice for extension of hours.
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