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Prohibited Sales of Tobacco and Related Products

Prohibition on Selling Tobacco to Children Under 18

It is a criminal offence, punishable on conviction before a Sheriff by a fine not exceeding
£2500, to sell tobacco or cigarette papers to any person who is under 18 years of age. You
should note that any such sale is illegal whatever the apparent age of the purchaser.

Requirement to Display A Warning Notice

A notice displaying the following statement

It is illegal to sell

tobacco products

to anyone under
the age of 18

must be exhibited in a prominent position where the statement is readily visible to persons
at the point of sale of tobacco.

The dimensions of the notice must be not less than 297 mm by 420 mm and the statement
must be in characters not less than 36 mm high.

Failure to comply with this requirement is an offence punishable on conviction before a
Sheriff by a fine not exceeding £1000.

If you require further information do not hesitate to contact the Trading Standards Service.
Prohibition on Selling Unpackaged and Single Cigarettes

It is a criminal offence, punishable on conviction before a Sheriff by a fine not exceeding
£1000, to sell unpackaged or single cigarettes to any person.
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Cigarette Vending Machines

A notice displaying the following statement

This machine is
only for the use of
people aged 18 or over

must be exhibited on every cigarette vending machine in such a way that the statement is
readily visible to persons using the machine.

The dimensions of the notice must be not less than 60 mm by 100 mm and the statement
must be in characters not less than 6 mm high.

Failure to comply with this requirement is an offence punishable on conviction before a
Sheriff by a fine not exceeding £1000.

If a court is satisfied that any one person under 18 has used a cigarette vending machine,
an order can be made to regulate its use or for its removal from the premises in which it is
located.

Failure to comply with such an order is an offence punishable on conviction before a Sheriff
by a fine not exceeding £2500.

If you require further information do not hesitate to contact the Trading Standards Service.

Cigarette Lighter Refill Canisters

A person must not sell a cigarette refill canister containing butane, or a substance
containing butane, to anybody under 18.

Failure to comply with this requirement is an offence punishable on conviction before a
Sheriff by a fine not exceeding £5000.

This is not an authoritative document on the law and is only intended for guidance.
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For a copy of this document on audio cassette, in large print or Braille, or if you require
assistance in reading this, please contact the Council’s Policy Unit.

Shetland Islands Council Policy Unit
Town Hall, Hillhead, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 OHB

Tel: 01595 744537
Email: policy@shetland.gov.uk

This document is also available at www.shetland.gov.uk/tradingstandards

Do you require the services of an interpreter?
If you do, please contact 01595 744537 for assistance.
We will provide an interpreter, or we can supply the document in your choice of language.
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