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Quantity Requirements for Alcoholic Drinks

The Weights and Measures (Intoxicating Liquor) Order 1988 applies to sales of alcoholic
drink for consumption on your premises.

Any contravention of this order is an offence which is punishable on conviction before a
Sheriff by a fine not exceeding £5000.
Beer and Cider

Draught beer and cider may be sold by the pint and the half-pint using glasses bearing the
crown stamp.

Bottled and canned beers may be served in unstamped glasses.
Spirits

Gin, rum, vodka and whisky may be sold in quantities of 25 ml or 35 ml, measured using
suitable equipment (an optic or capacity measure) bearing the crown stamp.

Only one of these quantities may be used for all sales of these four spirits on your premises,
and a statement in writing indicating this quantity must be displayed in a readily available
position and manner.

There are no specific quantity requirements for the sale of other spirits.
Wine
Wine may be sold by the bottle.

Wine may be sold in carafes in quantities of 25 cl, 50 cl, 75 cl and 1 litre. If the wine is not
served to the customer in a carafe bearing the crown stamp, the quantity must be measured
using suitable equipment (an optic or capacity measure) bearing the crown stamp.

Wine may be sold by the glass in quantities of 125 ml and 175 ml. If the wine is not served
in a glass bearing the crown stamp, the quantity must be measured using suitable
equipment (an optic or capacity measure) bearing the crown stamp.

In all situations other than for wine sold by the bottle, a statement in writing indicating the
quantities in which wine is for sale must be displayed in a readily available position and
manner, or contained in every wine list and menu.

This is not an authoritative document on the law and is only intended for guidance.
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For a copy of this document on audio cassette, in large print or Braille, or if you require
assistance in reading this, please contact the Council’s Policy Unit.

Shetland Islands Council Policy Unit
Town Hall, Hillhead, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 OHB

Tel: 01595 744537
Email: policy@shetland.gov.uk

This document is also available at www.shetland.gov.uk/tradingstandards

Do you require the services of an interpreter?
If you do, please contact 01595 744537 for assistance.
We will provide an interpreter, or we can supply the document in your choice of language.
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