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Selling safe second-hand electrical goods

Introduction

Environment & Building Services
Infrastructure Services Department

If you are in the business of selling any second hand electrical goods you should be aware

that:

e all goods you have for sale must meet legal safety requirements

e anyone injured by unsafe goods you have sold may be able to claim compensation from
you through the courts

e if you are unsure if goods are safe then we strongly advise you to stop selling them and
have them checked by an expert.

Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 1994

The equipment you sell must be safe. If it complies with an acceptable standard, e.g.
a British / European Standard, it will normally meet safety requirements.

These safety requirements cover:

labelling, construction, design and manufacture

insulation and earthing

protection from electric shock

adequate guards for radiant heaters

preventing the generation of excessive heat, radiation, or toxic gases

the need to provide instructions for safe use.

Wiring Colour Codes

The wires of a new three-core mains lead must be coloured as follows:

Earth - green and yellow

Neutral - blue

Live - brown
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However, you may find an older electrical item with three-core mains lead coloured red,
black and green; the Regulations make no provision for this colour coding, therefore, legally,
the item should not be offered for sale. As an electrical item with a red, black and green
coloured lead may be 30 or more years old, there is a danger that the insulation may have
perished through time, and therefore present a risk of electrocution.

If you change a lead have it checked by an electrician. Incorrect wiring may cause
electrocution.

Plugs and Sockets etc. (Safety) Regulations 1994

Distributors and retailers including second hand dealers and auctions must only sell
appliances which are correctly fitted with an approved plug with sleeved pins and the correct
fuse.

All plugs must carry the name and reference number of the approval body, normally BSI or
ASTA. The plug does not have to be moulded on but it must be fused.

Some appliances may be supplied without a standard plug, for instance because the
appliance is intended to be permanently connected to the supply.

Any rewirable standard plug sold loose must be accompanied with a notice explaining the
colour coding of the cables.

As British Standards are periodically revised and improved, we recommend that before sale
you fit appliances with new plugs which meet the latest specifications, and dispose of the
old ones.

Heating Appliances (Fireguards) (Safety) Regulations 1991

Electric fires for use in the home must have a fireguard which meets British Standards, or
the European equivalent. The distance between the bars and the strength of the guard are
laid down in these Standards.

The fireguard is satisfactory if any vertical bars are 5 mm or less apart, otherwise the guard
must satisfy one of the following:

¢ if the horizontal bars are 12 mm or less apart the vertical bars must not be more than 125
mm apart; or

¢ if the horizontal bars are 20 mm or less apart then the vertical bars must not be more
than 50 mm apart.

Electric Blankets

We advise you not to sell second-hand electric blankets, as their history, usage and
condition may be unknown.

If you require further information do not hesitate to contact the Trading Standards Service

This is not an authoritative document on the law and is only intended for guidance.
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For a copy of this document on audio cassette, in large print or Braille, or if you require
assistance in reading this, please contact the Council’s Policy Unit.

Shetland Islands Council Policy Unit
Town Hall, Hillhead, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 OHB

Tel: 01595 744537
Email: policy@shetland.gov.uk

This document is also available at www.shetland.gov.uk/tradingstandards

Do you require the services of an interpreter?
If you do, please contact 01595 744537 for assistance.
We will provide an interpreter, or we can supply the document in your choice of language.
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