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Weight requirements for jam, marmalade and honey

Do jam, marmalade and honey have to be produced to a certain weight?
Yes, unless they are in packages of less than 50 g.

NB Diabetic jam and marmalade, chunk honey and comb honey are exempted from this
requirement.

What are the prescribed weights?
The prescribed weights are 57 g, 113 g, 227 g, 340 g, 454 g, 680 g or a multiple of 454 g.

Are these net or gross weights?

These are net weights (the weight of the product without the packaging).

Can | use the imperial equivalents to the prescribed metric weights?

You can, but only as a supplementary indication which is no more prominent than the metric
indication (see the section headed What information must be marked on the package?
overleaf).

Do packages need an € mark?

The € mark is only relevant for packages which are intended for export to another
European Union member state. If you are considering such exports, please contact us for
further advice.

Jam, marmalade and honey are regulated by the average system - what does this
mean?

The average system is an acceptance of the fact that automatic packing equipment cannot
produce packages which will all contain exactly the same quantity.
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If your production and packing is all done by hand, then the simplest way to ensure
compliance with the law is to make up each package using a suitable weighing machine
(which must have been tested and marked to show that it is fit for use for trade) such that
the actual quantity in each package is not less than the nominal quantity marked on the
package.

The law says that your production must meet the following three requirements, which are
referred to as the packer’s rules.

1. On average, the actual quantity in each package must not be less than the nominal
quantity marked on the package.

2. In at least 97.5% of the packages, the actual quantity must not be less than a specified
lower tolerance limit.

3. In every package, the actual quantity must not be less than a specified absolute lower
tolerance limit.

What are the permitted tolerances?

Examples of tolerances are shown in the table below.

Product Not more than 2.5 % of packages below | No packages below
113 g jar of honey 11049 106 g
454 g jar of jam 440 g 427 g
908 g tin of marmalade 881¢g 854 g

What information must be marked on the package?

The following information must be marked on the package (except unwrapped loaves)
e A statement of quantity in metric units, for example 454 grams or 454 g
e The name and address of the packer

e Alist of ingredients, in descending weight order (this requirement is enforced by the
Council’s Environmental Health Service, who can be contacted at the above address for
further information)

What checks are required regarding the weights of packages?
You have a duty to ensure that your production meets the three rules set out on page two.
In essence, this means that you must operate a system for producing and checking your

products which is sufficiently rigorous to ensure that the output from each production run will
comply with these rules.

This will require you to use suitable weighing equipment for checking (and, where
appropriate, making up) packages, and to keep adequate records of those checks.

Due to the individual nature of each particular business set-up it is impossible to set out in

detail a standard system which will be suitable and sufficient for compliance, but we will be
happy to assist you in developing a suitable system for your particular requirements.
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Is special equipment required for carrying out checks?

Weighing equipment used for carrying out checks must meet specified requirements laid
down in the relevant legislation; again, we will be happy to advise you in detail with regard
to your specific requirements.

This is not an authoritative document on the law and is only intended for guidance.

For a copy of this document on audio cassette, in large print or Braille, or if you require
assistance in reading this, please contact the Council’s Policy Unit.

Shetland Islands Council Policy Unit
Town Hall, Hillhead, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 OHB

Tel: 01595 744537
Email: policy@shetland.gov.uk

This document is also available at www.shetland.gov.uk/tradingstandards

Do you require the services of an interpreter?
If you do, please contact 01595 744537 for assistance.
We will provide an interpreter, or we can supply the document in your choice of language.
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