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Weights And Measures Law And The Sale Of Cheese

Introduction

The sale of cheese is controlled by weights and measures law. This brief summary is
designed to help you to understand these legal requirements.

Must | sell all cheese by weight?

As a general rule, all sales of cheese loose from bulk must be by net weight (the weight of
the produce without wrapping) - although if the wrapping or container is sufficiently light then
the sale may be by gross weight. A plastic or paper bag (or other container weighing less
than 5 g) will probably be sufficiently light for the sale to be by gross weight.

The weight must be in metric units (kg and/or g) and must be made known to the buyer

before payment is made. This may be done either:

e by weighing the goods in front of the customer - the scales must be clearly visible; or

e Dby giving the customer the weight in writing - perhaps by using a combined weight and
price ticket.

What about pre-packing cheese?

If you wish to pre-pack cheese (make up packages in containers prior to sale), you must

clearly mark each package with an indication of the net weight.

What about cheese pies, puddings and flans?

You do not have to sell cheese pies, puddings or flans by weight.

Weighing equipment

All weighing equipment used to weigh or pre-pack cheese must be of an approved type and
carry an approval mark to show that it has been properly tested.

Weights must be stated in metric units (kg and/or g) although you may, if you wish, also
indicate an equivalent imperial weight (provided this is no more prominent than the metric
indication).

This is not an authoritative document on the law and is only intended for guidance.
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For a copy of this document on audio cassette, in large print or Braille, or if you require
assistance in reading this, please contact the Council’s Policy Unit.

Shetland Islands Council Policy Unit
Town Hall, Hillhead, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 OHB

Tel: 01595 744537
Email: policy@shetland.gov.uk

This document is also available at www.shetland.gov.uk/tradingstandards

Do you require the services of an interpreter?
If you do, please contact 01595 744537 for assistance.
We will provide an interpreter, or we can supply the document in your choice of language.
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