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1. Introduction and Purpose

Towards a Greener Shetland presents the Community Planning Board’s strategy to protect and enhance Shetland’s environment, to promote sustainable social and economic benefits from the environment for the local community, and thus improve quality of life in Shetland. It is a framework for action that will be used to generate, assess and prioritise environmental tasks which can be progressed in the next 5 years. Drawing on existing plans and strategies at the local, regional and national scale, it develops aims, objectives and a set of measurable indicators and targets, so that progress on achieving the environmental goals of Shetland, Shetland’s Community Planning framework, may be evaluated. It will facilitate effective, efficient and integrated delivery of an environmentally sustainable Shetland. It identifies ongoing work being undertaken by the Community Planning Board, the Environment Action Team members, and others, and identifies coming challenges and opportunities.

2. What is the Environment?

The environment of Shetland includes the whole of its land and aquatic systems, both marine and freshwater, together with the surrounding air and sea. It encompasses the natural resources underpinning primary industries, natural services such as waste storage, dispersion and processing, Shetland’s biodiversity and landscape, and the opportunities therein for education and for outdoor recreation and enjoyment.

3. The International and National Context

Sustainable Development is a prominent theme of international, UK, Scottish and local Government policy. Environmental sustainability is a key component of sustainable development and the environment is also a cross-cutting theme. It is an important consideration in delivering social and economic sustainability through the delivery of environmental justice, sustainable natural resource use and mitigation of the effects of climate change.

Both the UK Framework (One Future – Different Paths) and Scotland’s Sustainable Development Strategy (Choosing Our Future) adopt the same key environmental principle to guide sustainable development.


This principle must be applied alongside four others.


The UK framework and Scottish strategy each also adopt four priority areas for immediate action.


4. The Shetland Context

The Community Planning Board exists to provide leadership and facilitation to Community Planning in Shetland, through:

· Genuine engagement with communities;

· Effective partnership working; and 

· A Local Framework for linking and delivering national and local priorities and actively performance manage work on-going in their name

In order to deliver its environmental, economic and social, goals and to maintain good communication links between the Board and the community it represents, a number of strategic partnerships have been established (figure 1).

Figure 1. Strategic partnerships directly supporting the Community Planning Board














The Shetland Resolution

The “Shetland Resolution” sets out key shared aims and values. It emerged from a public consultation by the Community Planning Board partnership. 


The Environment Action Team

The team was established in September 2005 and consists of representatives of the following organisations.

Scottish Natural Heritage

Scottish Environment Protection Agency

SIC - Environment Spokesperson, Environmental Services, Planning Services, Policy

Shetland Amenity Trust (including the Shetland Biological Records Centre)

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.

The team will act as a link between the Community Planning Board and the various forums, groups and partners involved in environmental issues within Shetland (Annex 1). The team will regularly assess its membership to ensure it remains focussed and inclusive.

The following terms of reference have been accepted: 

· To take an overview of activity across the whole range of environmental issues;

· To promote, and act as a focus for, Strategic Environmental Assessment of all strategic policies and plans for Shetland;

· To promote consensus and co-operation on strategic priorities, to articulate these priorities and to influence activity accordingly;

· To influence the agenda of the Council’s Environment forum, bringing environmental issues before it with a view to informing Council policy and action;

· To communicate with the Community Planning Board with the aim of promoting and strengthening the environmental aspect of community planning in Shetland;

· To develop, and apply, indicators with which to evaluate the Shetland Community Plan success.

Shetland, through both its own initiative and by direction or encouragement from other parts of government, already possesses numerous plans and strategies that focus on, or refer to, the environment. This is the first framework to draw these together, evaluate their individual and collective contribution to sustainable development goals and to give direction to future initiatives. 


5. Aim

The aim of this plan is to provide a framework for achieving the environmental goal of the Shetland Community Planning Partnership, as articulated by the Shetland Resolution. It will do this by analysing issues by themes and identifying objectives, actions and indicators. The objectives will, so far as is possible, be SMART. Actions will, so far as is possible, be at allocated to lead partners. Indicators will, so far as is possible, utilise readily available data.

6. Themes 

Resource Management

· Air & water quality

· Waste & pollution

Biodiversity

· Nature

Energy and Transport

· Carbon emissions

The Human Environment- settlements

· Access to greenspace & outdoor recreation

· Settlement improvements

· Built heritage

7. Ecological Footprint

An Ecological Footprint measures the amount of nature's resources an individual, a community, a business or a country consumes in a given year. It measures the extent to which we are using resources faster than they can regenerate and helps us manage the earth’s assets more carefully. By measuring the Ecological Footprint of our community we can compare ourselves with others, analyse our overall use of resources, and assess where we can apply changes most effectively.

The Ecological Footprint covers all aspects of our lives, and is one of the highest level indicators we can apply to measure sustainability. Understanding our consumption of resources and generation of waste is one key to achieving sustainability.  

Shetland Islands Council have purchased software for Ecological Footprinting and will use this to provide a high level indicator of Shetland’s impact on the environment.

	Theme
	Resource Management

	Aims
	· To manage waste and resources effectively by using resources efficiently and minimising waste production.

· To manage the waste produced in a manner that minimises its impact on the environment and public health, and contributes positively to social and economic development 

	Commentary
	The traditional view of waste management is the disposal of solid waste produced during the course of business and everyday living. This view is changing to recognise that waste cannot only be a resource in itself but that effective management of our businesses and daily choices we make can reduce the waste produced and the resources we use.

 We have in Shetland a waste management infrastructure that is based on delivering the Waste management hierarchy and takes account of the proximity principal, self sufficiency, best practical environmental option and best available techniques. We have diverted waste from landfill towards recycling and energy recovery and in conjunction with the district heating scheme have made considerable reductions in CO2 and other pollutants, whilst bringing substantial benefits to Shetland. 

Greater emphasis is now needed on the efficient use of resources to prevent waste being produced both within business and our homes in order to minimise our environmental impact and ecological footprint.

	Objectives
	· Consider our resource use with greater emphasis on resource management and waste prevention.

· Community Planning Board Partners provide effective leadership through best practice examples and establish environmental management systems as an integral part of business management to deliver and demonstrate continual improvements in environmental performance.

· Encourage waste prevention and efficient resource use in the business sector through, awareness raising, training, business wins and tidy business schemes and encourage environmental management through grant funding conditions.

· Encourage recycling markets by establishing minimum targets for recycled content when procuring  paper and construction contracts.

· Encourage waste prevention and efficient use of resources through the Eco School programme , awareness raising, campaigns and stakeholder involvement

· Effectively manage waste produced to meet the aims above.

	Key Relevant Plans and Strategies
	Area Waste Plan (Municipal Solid Waste)

SIC Waste Disposal and Recycling Plan

Litter Prevention Plan

SIC Environmental Policy

SIC Sustainable Development Implementation Plan

	Actions (ongoing)
	Effective management of waste produced.
	Management of waste produced on our Islands is primarily through SIC recycling, energy recovery and landfill, It is also recognised that there is also a major contribution from the private and voluntary sector in managing certain waste streams. The infrastructure in place meets the main aim given above and we seek to continually improve our performance.

	
	Leading by Example
	Shetland Islands Council has committed to developing an environmental management system. Baseline audits on resource use and waste production have been carried out in all Council premises. Areas where resource use can be reduced have been identified and targets for achievement will be set.

NHS Shetland has an environmental policy and management system with commitments to reduction in energy use and targets established on environmental aspects.

	
	Efficient resource use and Waste prevention
	Business wins and the tidy business scheme are provided to encourage efficient resource use and waste prevention among businesses. Eco schools awareness raising, and waste training is provided to encourage waste prevention throughout the community. Help and advice is available from Waste Services Tel 01595 744800.

	
	Developing Recycling Markets
	Shetland Islands Council requires minimum recycled content in paper and construction projects to help develop recycling markets. Shetland Islands Council actively supports community recycling schemes through the Strategic Waste Fund.

	Actions (required)
	Leading By Example
	All community Planning Board Partners should provide effective leadership through best practice examples and establish environmental management systems as an integral part of business management and set minimum targets for recycled content in paper and construction content to meet Scottish Executive targets.

	
	Efficient resource use and Waste prevention
	All Community Planning Board partners should encourage waste prevention and environmental management in all organisations they fund.

	
	Sustainable Procurement Practice
	In order to achieve efficient use of resources all community planning partners should establish and deliver on sustainable procurement policy and procedures. These should consider the purchasing of local products wherever possible. 

	
	Charging for commercial refuse collection by volume or weight.
	The SIC currently charge a straight collection fee to commercial premises for refuse collection regardless of the volume of waste collected. A review is required which will consider introducing a collection charge based on the volume of waste produced that fits with the polluter pays principle and encourages waste prevention.

	
	Update strategic plan for the management of Municipal, commercial and industrial waste.
	The Area Waste Plan deals with Municipal waste only. There is a need to establish a long-term strategy for commercial and industrial waste to provide continued support to businesses and ensure that Island facilities for waste management benefit and support future economic developments not hamper them.

	
	Greater promotion of home composting and other initiatives to encourage waste prevention in the home.
	SIC waste services to further develop the promotion of waste prevention, including composting and other novel initiatives to encourage waste prevention in the home.

	Indicators/targets
	Resource Use and Waste Prevention

100% Community Planning Board Partners with Environmental Management System in Place by 2010

MSW arisings stable at 2002 levels (12613 tonnes) by the year 2010

4000 compost bins distributed by 2010

By 2008 all businesses funded by grant or loan by Community Planning Board community planning board partners required to develop good environmental practise with report on how they will reduce resource use and prevent waste.

100 local businesses/ premises with Tidy Business Award by 2010

Managing Waste

Greater than 17% recycling of MSW 

Greater than 63% Energy Recovery from MSW

Less than 20% Landfill from MSW

Development of strategy for MSW, Commercial and Industrial waste arisings by 2010



	Comments
	


	Theme
	Biodiversity

	Aims
	· Keep Shetland’s diverse wildlife and habitats, and restore/improve it where appropriate

	Commentary
	Shetland’s biodiversity is unique in the British Isles and an extremely valuable contributor to both quality of life and economic development in the islands. It is a resource upon which primary and most secondary economic activity (69% of value and 27% of employment of Shetland Economy) depends, an attraction for visitors and inward investment, and an asset for promotion and marketing. The value derives from the existing diversity of flora and fauna and the way these are distributed to form characteristic habitats that contribute to Shetland’s inspirational land and seascapes. The highest priority should be afforded to maintaining the mix of habitats and species that have characterised Shetland in recent times (approximately the last 100 years) and restoring this where recent management has proved unsustainable.

	Objectives
	· Prevent biodiversity loss as a direct result of human activity in Shetland

· Restore damaged habitats and increase numbers, and widen distribution, of priority species

· Raise awareness of biodiversity and its value

· Involve people in setting local priorities and taking action to protect and enhance biodiversity

· Maintain and expand our knowledge of Shetland’s biodiversity and its management

	Key Relevant Plans and Strategies
	· Living Shetland Biodiversity Action Plan

· Scottish Rural Development Plan (SRDP)

· Shetland Agricultural Strategy

· Scottish Sustainable Marine Environment Initiative (SSMEI) – Shetland Marine Spatial Plan

· Shetland Development Plan

· Shetland Biological Records Centre (SBRC) Business Plan

	Actions (ongoing)
	Living Shetland Biodiversity Action Plan
	Coordinate the implementation, monitoring and review of habitat, species and community actions and plans

	
	Shetland Biological Records Centre
	Provide information about Shetland’s fauna, flora and habitats to agencies, organisations and businesses whose activities may impact on the natural heritage;

Raise awareness of, and promote interest in, Shetland’s fauna, flora and habitats;

Identify gaps in biodiversity data and strive to find means to fill them, where practicable

	
	Public awareness, knowledge and understanding
	Provide a range of opportunities aimed at helping all parts of the community (including schools, business and decision-makers) embed biodiversity considerations into decision making as a matter of routine

	Actions (required)
	Living Shetland Biodiversity Action Plan
	Improve co-ordination and monitoring of existing and new plans;

Develop and implement marine biodiversity action plan (link to SSMEI);

Develop and implement additional biodiversity action plans, with an emphasis on community plans

Extend recording and monitoring to appropriate indicator species and habitats

	
	Shetland Biological Records Centre 
	Develop biodiversity indictator set and report trends. This may require a small amount of resource to encourage standardised data collection e.g invertebrates and to collect new data on the distribution of semi-natural habitats. Most data sets are already available and reported on in other contexts eg SOTEAG, SNH. This responsibility will be a central element of new service agreements with SIC and SNH.

	
	Scottish Rural Development Plan 
	Ensure, through new Regional Rural Development Forum, that the new SRDP provides improved opportunities for promoting biodiversity in Shetland – more locally appropriate; wide eligibility; high success rate of applications

	Indicators/targets
	A range of indicators is under development to monitor outputs and outcomes – using existing data, enhanced by additional effort, standardisation or collation in a few cases. The SIC’s new Natural Heritage Officer will have lead responsibility for monitoring and reporting with significant support from partners, especially the Shetland Biological Records Centre (SBRC).

· Rare Plants (SBRC)

· Invertebrates: moths , bees (SBRC)

· Wild Birds: seabirds (SOTEAG, SNH, RSPB, SBRC)

· Wild Birds: eiders (SOTEAG, SBRC)

· Wild birds: waders (SBRC)

· Wild Birds: songbirds (SBRC)

· Marine Shellfish: scallops, lobsters, brown crab, velvet crab (NAFC)

· Marine Mammals: otters and seals (SBRC, SMRU)

· Marine benthos: Sullom Voe, SACs (SOTEAG, SNH)

· Condition of designated nature sites (SNH)

· Prevalence of semi-natural habitats (SBRC)

· Extent of land managed under agri-environment initiatives (SERPID, SNH)

· Grazing pressure (SERPID)

· Farmland crop cover (SERPID, SCFWAG)

· Raising awareness – regularly using Your Voice or other means of sampling the public

· Involvement – volunteer numbers, awareness and implementation of Community Biodiversity Plans 

· Increase the number of records held on the database and encourage further recording especially of under recorded groups of  animals and plants.

	Comments
	The Service Level Agreements between the SBRC and SIC and SNH are being reviewed to formalise or establish the SBRC’s role in delivering actions and reporting on indicators.


	Theme
	Energy and Transport

	Aims
	· Reduce the consumption of fossil fuels, 

· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

· Improve energy efficiency and proportion of energy from renewable sources

· Reduce fuel poverty

· To protect our environment by building and investing in public transport and other types of efficient and sustainable transport which minimise emissions and consumption of resources and energy

	Commentary
	The Council has been actively involved with energy issues since adopting the Islands Energy Charter in 1993.  It established the Energy Unit to manage energy savings across its estate, has improved efficiency and implemented a wide range of energy conservation measures.  The Council is also committed to implementing Home Energy Conservation Act strategies.

Shetland has an extensive network of high standard transport services and supporting infrastructure that enables and supports a wide range of economic and social activity.  The new challenge is to maintain and improve upon current service provision whilst at the same time addressing environmental imperatives and responding to new pressures on capital and revenue resources at both the local and national levels.  These are being addressed through Shetland’s Transport Strategy, which has been implemented since March 2007.

	Objectives
	· To promote the sustainable and efficient use of energy resources to maximise social, environmental and economic benefit to Shetland

· To reduce carbon dioxide and greenhouse gas emissions, and the consumption of non-renewable resources arising from transport, travel and infrastructure in control of ZetTrans, SIC and its partners.

· To encourage and facilitate reductions in carbon dioxide and greenhouse gas emissions, and the consumption of non-renewable resources arising from transport and travel in control of private users and other operators.

· To encourage and facilitate walking and cycling for short trips.

· To minimise impacts of transport and associated infrastructure on the terrestrial and water environments.

· To reduce impacts of transport services and new transport infrastructure on landscape, the historic environment and biodiversity.

· To support species native to Shetland through the roadside Biodiversity Action Plan and appropriate management and maintenance of road network.

· To encourage design of transport infrastructure that is appropriate to Shetland.

· To seek to minimise the adverse affects on natural drainage systems from roads run-off.
· To seek to reduce the vulnerability of transport / infrastructure to climate change.
· 

	Key Relevant Plans and Strategies
	· Shetland Islands Council Energy Policy

· HECA Guidance Act 1995

· Shetland Structure Plan

· Shetland Transport Strategy

	Actions (ongoing)
	Shetland Islands Council Energy Policy
	Continue to provide affordable warmth surveys to address fuel poverty issues

Assess further small-scale renewable and district heating projects

Energy Manager and Building Services involvement in all stages of capital works design process

	
	Shetland Transport Strategy
	Roadside biodiversity action plan

Development of Travel Plan for SIC workforce, aimed at reducing use of the private car and single occupancy usage.

Reductions in fuel use of ferries

	Actions (required)
	Shetland Islands Council Energy Policy
	Energy reduction targets of 22% (11% including district heating) for electricity and gas oil in buildings by 2011/12. 

Use a measured term contract to aid in the undertaking of retrofit works

Seek to implement measures to achieve A rating for all new build properties

Meet with ICT representatives to discuss improvement measures in the IT area.

Assess and consider framework agreement for future electricity supply contracts

Initial meeting with main groups to discuss setting up working groups in various areas

	
	Shetland Transport Strategy (timescales yet to be set)
	Support external air operators' attempts to secure improvements in fuel efficiency 

Support external ferry operators' attempts to secure improvements in fuel efficiency 

Emphasis on fuel efficiency on purchase of future ferries 

All new transport projects subject to environmental assessment as part of STAG process

Operational work, such as transport schedules, road maintenance and management to ensure environmental protection and enhancement, where possible

Continue to implement roadside bio-diversity action plan during routine maintenance work and road development schemes 

Best practice design guide for rural roads, to complement landscape and environment 

Number of sustainable transport initiatives (School, Work and Community Travel plans, with links with walking, cycling and Powered-Two Wheelers), with plans to engage with all community planning board partners

Use of alternative fuels (including biofuels) and energy conservation measures for the Council's fleet of vehicles and vessels 

Promote use of fuel efficient public transport (e.g. potential of hydrogen buses)

	Indicators/targets
	Fuel Consumption Levels
· Levels of petrol and diesel consumption in Shetland. 

Scottish Transport Statistics: 2004 =18.6 thousand tonnes 

To seek a year on year reduction of petrol and diesel consumed in Shetland. (target to be set)

· Fuel consumed on inter-islands ferries. SIC / ZetTrans SIC Ferry Services 

To seek a year on year reduction of fuel consumed.

To seek an increase in fuel efficiency: fuel consumed per nautical miles sailed.

Market Growth on Shetland’s Transport: Bus passenger numbers compared to other road traffic numbers

2005/06 = 416,966.  Road traffic levels. (Scottish Transport Statistics 2005) = 198 million vehicle km
Sustainable Transport Use

· Modal Share of Shetland residents for trips to work. Scottish Household Statistics Scottish Household Survey (2006)

Table 18: Employed adults usual mode of travel to work.

Walk: 16%

Car (driver): 70%

Car (pas): 8%

Bike: 0 %

Bus: 3%

Other: 3%

· To reduce modal share of private car, and to relatively increase the proportions of walking, cycling, and public transport use.

Modal Share of SIC/ZetTrans employees for trips to work 

Walk: 8.8%

Cycle: 1.6%

Bus (regular service): 1.6%

Car (single occupancy): 61.1%

Car (share with others): 14.1%

Car (passenger): 3.5%

Taxi: 0.4%

Ferry: 4.1%

Ferry, car passenger: 0.8% 

· Total Work Claim Mileage of SIC / ZetTrans employees.

To be developed 

· Modal Share of Walking and Cycling. Scottish Household Statistics Scottish Household Survey (2006)

To increase levels of walking on a year on year basis from 2006 levels.

· Modal share of trips to school. Annual Hands Up Survey.  To be developed 

To reduce the number of “single child” school trips made by car by 2011.

· Number of new Travel Plans introduced. ZetTrans 0 

To ensure that all companies with over 50 employees have a Staff Travel Plan in place,


	Comments
	Shetland Islands Council Energy Policy was approved in November 2006

Shetland Transport Strategy is finalised and approved locally, awaiting Scottish Executive approval


	Theme
	Human Environment - Settlements

	Aims
	· To protect and promote the vitality and viability of existing settlements (both recognised towns and settled areas in rural locations).

· To protect sustain and enhance Shetland’s natural resources, built environment and cultural heritage for future generations to enjoy; and 

· ensure that new development contributes to environmental quality and improves areas of poor environmental quality.



	Commentary
	A clear, long-term, sustainable vision for Shetland as set out in the Development Plan is of fundamental importance.  Without a vision for the future, there is a danger of merely considering and planning for short-term trends.  Reacting to pressure for development in particular areas is often at the expense of other areas – a planned approach to development of Shetland is required.

Since the development of the oil industry in Shetland, the Council in partnership with others has committed substantial resources providing facilities in, or adjacent to existing settlements.  In order to build on this impressive record of public investment new development should ideally be focused in these settlements to maintain the vitality and viability of communities.

Within Shetland there are a number of areas that are seen as being “settled landscapes” which retain a fundamentally rural character. These areas are the locations of a significant number of houses and other developments.  In the majority of these “settled landscapes” there is no recognisable “settlement core or focal point/centre” but they are deemed to be settlements in there own right and may have a name or a sense of place.  However, these “settled landscapes” are dependent on other settlements for employment, services and shops etc. Careful consideration needs to be given to future development in these areas to ensure the ultimate landscape impact does not detrimentally affect the character of the area or the Council and its partners attaining their ultimate goal of sustainability development.

Within Shetland there are large swathes of land that remain undeveloped and as such make an important contribution to the rural character and landscape character of the area.  These areas should remain undeveloped.

Together with its people, Shetland’s greatest asset is its natural and built environment and this needs to be protected and, where possible, enhanced so that future generations have at least the same level of opportunities that are enjoyed today.  Policies need to ensure that new development can achieve environmental and community benefits without damaging the natural environment.  The focus of future of development on existing settlements will have a lesser impact on the overall environment of Shetland.



	Objectives
	· To work together to achieve sustainability by reducing resource use
· To work together to protect our environment
· To work together to lessen Shetland’s contribution to the factors that contribute to climate change
· To conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
· To consider our resource use with a view to maintaining sustainable established settlements.

· To pursue the development and implementation of policies that promote the viability and vitality of existing settlements and protect and enhance the natural environment.

· To raise awareness of sustainability and environmental issues amongst businesses, organisations and consumers.


	Key Relevant Plans and Strategies
	· Shetland Development Plan i.e. Shetland Structure Plan and Shetland Local Plan

· SIC Corporate Plan

· SIC Community Plan 

· The Core Path Plan

· Open Space and Recreation Strategy

· Living Shetland Biodiversity Action Plans

· SIC Climate Change Declaration 

· SIC Energy Policy

· Transport Strategy 

· Culture Strategy

· Public Art Strategy

· Regeneration Outcome Agreement 



	Actions (ongoing)
	Shetland Development Plan
	The current Structure and Local Plans are monitored annually.  We are currently reviewing and updating the Development Plan Working Papers that formed the basis for these documents.  The resulting Topic papers will inform the development of the policies and identify the main issues.  The new Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 introduces a new Local Development Plan, which will replace the existing documents.  The first stage is the preparation and publication, for public comment, of the Main Issues Report.

	
	Open Space and Recreation Strategy
	Scottish Planning Policy (SPP 11) Open Space and Recreation lists various key objectives for the Council in relation to open space, recreational facilities and access routes.  Our plan is to create a new Open Space and Recreation Strategy using the 2003 open space strategy as a basis.  



	
	Access for outdoor recreation
	Improving access, safeguarding public health, assisting nature conservation, helping to regenerate the built heritage and conserving and enhancing the Shetland landscape.  Facilitating access improvements – as sought by community groups/ councils/crofters/ farmers, the implementation of the Cultural Strategy, the Interpretative Plan, the Core Path Plan or identified by the Rangers.

Develop Paths to Health leaflets.  

There is linkage to this action and the above action.



	
	
	

	Actions (required)
	Prepare guidance to promote the development of sustainable design and buildings
	Produce draft Supplementary guidance, e.g.: Volume 2 of Shetland House “renovation and conversion”

Volume 3 of Shetland House “Sustainable House”

	
	Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
	Employ the standard approach to Strategic Environmental Assessment.

Ensure that SEA are undertaken by other services and agencies.

	
	Identification of settlements for expansion
	As part of the Development Plan preparation process, in order to promote sustainable settlements it will be necessary to identify preferred growth areas. It may also be necessary to identify areas where there is a presumption against development.

	
	Preparation of development briefs, design briefs, masterplans and supplementary planning guidance to ensure that development implemented on the ground is of the highest quality.  
	It is only by ensuring the highest standards of development are achieved on the ground that we can mitigate repetition of the mistakes of the past.  

Shetland is seen as a forward thinking and innovative community and we can embrace contemporary design and building techniques that demonstrate these characteristics.

	Indicators/targets
	

	Comments
	A range of indicators is contained in the Development Plan.  The completion of various access improvements and regeneration projects are contained within the Council’s Planning Service Plan.

Various indicators are reported on within the Sustaining Shetland report.  The indicators demonstrate the ultimate effectiveness of the planning policies of the Council.


Glossary

	FIBOT
	Fair Isle Bird Observatory
	SIC
	Shetland Islands Council

	NAFC
	North Atlantic Fisheries College
	SLMG
	Shetland Livestock Marketing Group

	NFU
	National Farmers Union
	SNH
	Scottish Natural Heritage

	RSPB
	Royal Society for Protection of Birds
	SOTEAG
	Shetland Oil Terminal Advisory Group

	SAT
	Shetland Amenity Trust
	SRDP
	Scottish Rural Development Plan

	SBRC
	Shetland Biological Records Center
	SSMEI
	Scottish Sustainable Marine Environment Initiative

	SCF
	Scottish Crofting Foundation
	SVT
	Sullom Voe Terminal

	SCFWAG
	The Shetland Crofting, Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
	
	

	SEPA
	Scottish Environment  Protection Agency
	
	

	SERPID
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All Partnerships, Organisations and Businesses 





Communities/Community Groups





Community Health Partnerships+ (CHP+)





Integrated Children’s Services Committee (ICSC)





Cultural Strategy Partnership (CuSP)





Environment Action Team (EAT)





Health Action Team (HAT)





Community Planning Board





Community Learning and Development Partnership (CLDP)





Community Safety Partnership (CSP)





Ensuring Equal Opportunities


Group (EEOG)





Economic Development Forum (EDF)





Local Housing Strategy Steering Group (LHSS)









































































































































‘We shall work together for a future that’s better and brighter. In particular, we aim to create a secure livelihood, look after our stunning environment and care well for our people and our culture. We recognise that we can only succeed in any of these aims by succeeding in all of them.


…


‘In our environment, we shall…


Take pride in our heritage, natural or manmade, and respect it for its own sake;


Recognise that our livelihood depends on our environment;


Work with nature in all its diversity, not against it;


Restore our environment where it has been damaged;


Use the gifts of nature responsibly; and


Play our part as responsible members of the world community.’








Living Within Environmental Limits


Respecting the limits of the planet’s environment, resources and biodiversity – to improve our environment and ensure that the natural  resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future generations.











Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society


Achieving a Sustainable Economy


Promoting Good Governance


Using Sound Science Responsibly











Sustainable Consumption and Production: achieving more with less. This includes reducing the inefficient use of resources, looking at the impacts of products and materials across their whole lifecycle and encouraging people to think about the social and environmental costs of their decisions, breaking the link between economic growth and environmental degradation.


Climate Change and Energy: securing a profound change in the way we generate and use energy, and in other activities that release greenhouse gases.


Natural Resource Protection and Environmental Enhancement: protecting our natural resources, building a better understanding of natural limits, and improving the quality of the environment.


Sustainable Communities: creating communities that embody the principles of sustainable development at the local level.








Examples of relevant local Plans, Strategies and Initiatives


A Smart Successful Highlands and Islands


SIC Corporate Strategy


Shetland Structure Plan


Shetland Islands Council Agricultural Strategy


Living Shetland (Biodiversity Action Plan)


Orkney & Shetland Area Waste Plan


Orkney & Shetland River Basin Management Plan


Scottish Sustainable Marine Environment Initiative – Shetland Spatial Planning Pilot Project


Shetland Access Strategy


Shetland Interpretive Strategy
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