	Minutes for Committee Meeting of the Shetland Animal Health Scheme to be held at 12:30 on the 5th of September 2024

	Lerwick Marts Meeting Room / MS Teams

	

	Attendees
Hilary Burgess 
Lucia Malcolmson (LCM)
Osla Jamwal-Fraser
Karis Stevenson
Louise Moar  (LM)
Kirsty Budge

Graham Fraser – Honouree Attendee
	Agenda
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes from last meeting
3. Shipping Report 
4. Vet Report 
5. Sheep Dipping 24/25 Season Update
6. Moredun Visit update and follow ups 
7. OPA Project Update – Phil’s Visit 
8. Johne’s Scheme testing results 23/24 and plans for 24/25 
9. Publishing Minutes from meetings 
10. Reports 
11. AOCB 


	1. Apologies 
Willie Simpson  


	2. Minutes from last meeting


	3. Shipping report 


	4. Vet Report 
19 Ram 2nd CLAs to be done and 9 flocks for EAE and MV.  Might have to push these Summer flock tests as it is getting too late in the year for them.
EAE: 1 new croft had positive test for EAE
This year there is no enzovax.  There is an alternative vaccine but it is more labour intensive as it requires more doses. 
As we have no vaccine it could be a good idea to send an alert to female importers in Shetland.  
Summer screening has been clear, 
The Shetland Vets will put together a statement 

	

	5. Sheep Dipping 24/25 Season Update
We have the changes to the regulations in place. We need to be sure that the dipping is secure and will keep out sheep scab before we restrict cydectin to only sheep not going through the dipper.  
There is an alternative worming product now available again ‘Startect’ which could be used in place of cydectin and zolvix combination.

Haemonchus has been found in Aberdeen.  It is more difficult to treat and currently no Zolvix resistance identified.  
The Moredun experts said that current treatments should work against Haemonchus.  This is a more aggressive type of worm and there is no immunity once the sheep have had first infection.  
It would be good to do a study on worming treatment coming in to Shetland and their effectiveness. Getting the scientific impact of the treatment would be good. 
Research project would be good to do samples at the pier and follow up 2 weeks later.  
Do we need to publicise the sheep dipping more. Yes
work on Comms 


	6. Moredun Visit and follow ups 
Pony meeting on grass sickness and intestinal parasites presented by Beth Wells and Dave Bartley went very well 
People were very interested in Grass sickness and pony keepers who had had grass sickness in the past discussed how heart breaking it is to have cases of grass sickness in their horses and ponies.  
Beth Wells has money for an Equine Grass Sickness project.  
The SAHS would want to support this.  Ponies that survive grass sickness are very important for their research.  Could we make a database of owners with survivor ponies that are interested in participating? 


	7. OPA Project Update – Phil’s Visit 
Phil Scott is coming again on Thursday the 26th of September which we think will be the busy day after the Thainstone Ram Sale.   

	

	8. Johne’s Scheme testing results 23/24 and plans for 24/25
Has there been any publicity about the Johne’s Scheme 
At the start of the scheme it was clear people wanted very little publicity.  
They might have changed their minds. 
We can put it in the survey to ask if people would be willing to publicise the data.  
Go Ahead with survey after import season

	9.  Publishing minutes from meetings
Group looked at the draft public minute and agreed it would be alright to have it available on request or as a downloadable link on the website.  
to put minutes on webpage 

	10. Reports 
Animal welfare while shipping report 
· A positive report with some suggestions for improvements and areas of further research.  
Islands Report 
· Lots of useful data in the report.  

	11. AOCB 
Farm Plans 
Risk that farm plans are already too big for the peeriest farmers to manage.  And that older folk may come out of farming and crofting because of these.  We are seeing a lot of older folk passing down the paperwork responsibilities of crofting because of this.  
 (Everyone) Telling Beatrice Wishart about the unsuitability of health plans for Shetland could be helpful as she is well placed in the Scot Gov to make changes to this.  We are still holding out for a small croft exemption. 

Norwegian Vet Visit 
A Norwegian Vet practice is interested in seeing how rural veterinary practice is done in Shetland and are coming for a visit tomorrow (06/09/2024).  

Bluetongue Virus (BTV) is on the rise.  
Bluetongue has jumped to Yorkshire and East Riding.  It is severe clinical signs type 3 that they are seeing.  Do we need to consider pour- ons for cows? 
This is climate change related.  So is the haemonchus worms.  We should be on alert for more diseases moving further north. 
We don’t think that this will come here this year as it is already late in the season but we need to be aware.  

Setting the next meeting 
to set meeting

Graham Fraser 
Was invited in and thanked for his work on the Animal Health Scheme as he is stepping down from the committee meetings.  



