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Strategic Themes – where does this policy fit?
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Mobile Phones in Schools

Update to AHS Parent Council

Monitoring and 
Evaluation

• 2026 Onwards
• LNCT
• Education and Families
• Monitor Implementation
• Evaluate

Approval and 
Implementation

• Term 1
• Working Groups
• CSMT
• LNCT and E&F
• Stakeholder engagement
• Share drafts

Feedback and 
Revision

• June
• Key principles

Drafting the 
Revised Policy

• May
• Set Clear Objectives

Research and 
benchmarking

• March
• Review Best Practices
• Plan pilots/trials (eg AHS/JHS)
• Consult experts/cross reference 

curriculum

Stakeholder 
Consultation

• January/February
• Form a Working group (+school 

groups eg. AHS)
• Conduct 

Surveys/Interviews/HTDD/SMTs

Initial 
assessment

• January
• Review Current Policy/Guidance
• Gather Data



Teachers

113 responses

50% secondary

33% AHS



Extract of Teacher / Instructor Feedback



Parents/Carers

500 responses

Almost all schools represented



Extract of 
Parents/Carer 
Feedback



Pupil Responses

755 responses

6 primary schools – no responses

Age 10 – 64 responses, Age 18+ 13 responses – bell curve



Extract 
of Pupil 
Feedback



Pupils – time online



Pupils Nearly 60% of respondents had 
their first social media account 
before the age of 12.  

Most social media apps have 
age restrictions older than this.  

Parents are best placed to 
control this, not schools.



Pupils



AHS Pupil 
Focus Group



Who is 
distracting who?

The most common activity young people do on their 
phones is chat with their parents/carers. We wanted 
to know who initiated the chat.

The school by school data (right) highlighted that 
parents initiate chat/messages more often than their 
children do, sending them direct messages during 
the school day. 

It is likely that this parent led communication is part 
of the suite of notifications that pupils and teachers 
can be distracted by.  

Further work with parents on this issue is required.





Pupils

Parents/CarersStaff

Stakeholder views are varied and at 
times polarised, however there 
are  survey responses where there 
is greater agreement than 
disagreement.  

Considering a Venn diagram there is 
a 'sweet spot' where the greatest 
alignment of stakeholder views 
exist. 

Identifying the aspects of 
agreement will support the 
development of a policy which is

• Technologically and educationally 
relevant

• Deliverable
• Manageable
• Sustainable
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