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TAKING THE FIFTH

There was famine in Africa and I cocked my ear
Towards the land of the free for assurances of aid.
Nothing.

There was genocide in Asia and I leaned my head
Towards the home of the brave for promises of peace.
Nothing. 

There was war in the Middle East and I strained to hear
The words that would bring liberty and justice for all. 
Nothing.

Just the echo of a whisper in the arresting emptiness,
For those of a weaker constitution. 

You have the right to remain silent.

Andrew Lane
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