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THE HEART OF THE ROSE
After Margaret MacDonald

In this night of darkening calm

| sense you place you wrist to mine

that through the membrane of our skin
your blood’s warmth might birth me again.

This is old magic, older love,

heart that fed me before | was,

sounding through your old woman’s veins
lullaby to flesh of your flesh.

| am once more your unborn bud,
uncankered yet; newly painted

in gesso thick as our blood-line,
gem-scattered, the heart of the rose.

Anne Welsh
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