	Minutes for Committee Meeting of the Shetland Animal Health Scheme to be held at 12:30 on the 21st of August 2025

	Lerwick Marts Meeting Room / MS Teams

	

	Attendees
Hilary Burgess 
Lucia Malcolmson (LCM)
Osla Jamwal-Fraser
Anne McMillan 
Louise Moar  (LM)
Eric Graham
Kris Bevan 

	Agenda
1) Apologies
2) Minutes from the last meeting
3) Approve public minutes for website 
4) Shipping Report
5) Vet Report
6) Wool Testing 
7) Summer Survey
8) Sheep Scab Testing 
9) Dipping Communications 
10) Bluetongue 
11) Consultations 
12) Zolvix Resistance
13) Johne’s Report 
14) AOCB 

	1. Apologies 
None

	2. Minutes from Last Meeting
Approved the minutes from the previous meeting 
communications about dipping video 5 

	3.  Approve Public Minutes for Website 
Publish public minute

	4. Shipping Report 
Not much to report 
The pier have been planning for the peak season 
New LC’s are in place 
Washing of LC’s in Lerwick is in progress 
There have been discussions about a proactive approach to products of animal and plant origin.  There are ongoing discussions about continuing to scan sheep IDs at the pier

	5. Vet Report 
 End of summer flock testing another 2 weeks of testing 
Follow up testing on a small number of EAE positives
Low positive CLA is interpreted using a risk based approach.  Not as straight forward as a simple positive or negative.
 there is a better awareness of animal health issues 
-the best way to get people to listen is to speak to young people 
Another way to get the message across is to use social media 

	6. Wool Testing
This is a trial project run with SASA which is a Scottish Government Lab 
We take a small wool sample to test it for diazinon.  This testing is in a trial phase.  Would enable farmers and crofters to be confident that sheep dipped outwith Shetland have an effective concentration of diazinon in their fleece.


	7. Summer Survey 
Hilary went down to the Moredun for a meeting about the future priorities for research at Moredun. 
In the lead up to this we ran a survey,
Footrot and lameness were considered high priorities for research.
Shetland Vets Advice - would be to cull sheep that are repeatedly infected with foot rot.  If a sheep has been treated by injection twice, they should be marked for culling.  

	8. Sheep Scab Testing 
The SAHS have been awarded funding from Livestock Health Scotland to repeat the 2022 study where imported rams were blood tested for sheep antibody  
Last time 10% of imports were positive/suspicious

	9. Dipping Communications   
We have a communications plan but the plan is to get something out every two weeks from now until October 
Catch up about what we can expect from SLMG 

	10. Bluetongue
Get a Bluetongue press release out 
Bluetongue vaccine price is approximately £185 for a 50 dose bottle.  Works out at around £3.80 per sheep. 
There is also paperwork for BTV vaccine through Scot EID

	11.  Consultations
 complete a Scottish government research strategy consultation. 

	12.  Zolvix Resistance Project
We were thinking to do pooled dung samples from Rams at the pier and repeat on farm to ensure that treatment has been effective.
Target Thainstone and Orkney sale days
Ideally samples to Bixter as they have a machine for carrying out faecal egg counts 

	13.  Johnes Report
There has been a reduction in cows tested overall in the Shetland Johne’s scheme as suckler cow numbers in Shetland reduce.
Levels of disease have gone down since the start of the Shetland Johne’s programme.
Suckler cow breeders are struggling with funds for the necessary investments.

	14.  AOCB 



