	Minutes for Committee Meeting of the Shetland Animal Health Scheme to be held at 12:30 on the 10th of April 2026

	Lerwick Marts Meeting Room / MS Teams

	

	Attendees
Hilary Burgess 
Lucia Malcolmson (LCM)
Osla Jamwal-Fraser
Karis Johnson
Kirsty Budge 

	Agenda
1) Apologies
2) Minutes from the last meeting
3) Approve public minutes for website 
4) Shipping Report
5) Vet Report
6) MV & EAE – lambing investigations and summer flock testing 
7) BVD Phase 6
8) Scot Gov Johne’s project (+Shetland Project) 
9) Pan Island Meeting
10) Lambing Course
11) Defra Lamb Castration Consultation 
12) International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists
13) AOCB  

	1. Apologies 
Shetland Vets, Kris Bevan, Eric Graham, Louise Moar, Karin McGivern

	1. The group approved the minutes 

	1.  The group approved the public minutes for the website

	1.  No one present from the shipping side 

	1. No one present from Shetland Vets 
HB Summary 
· 1 flock tested on a free test for empty ewes from Axiom labs. We’ve had quite a positive experience using Axiom. 
·  Shetland vets have been carrying out post lambing tests on imported ewes. Some sheep have required follow up tests or repeat testing. Management of animals communicated through Shetland vets.

	1.  It is now only a few weeks before lambing and we haven’t seen any abortion issues on a large scale.  This is good news.  

There is free screening for tick identification.  Last year we found 5 sheep ticks (Ixodes ricinus), previously we haven’t had ticks it was thought that they weren’t surviving through the winter.  In response to this we are to meet with tick specialists from the Moredun to discuss adding a tick related disease screen to some tests on the summer flock testing.    Otherwise, the flock testing is to be the same as last year prioritising high risk flocks
Ticks can also affect humans, and they can come up on; (pets, livestock, people).  
Is there any other publicity we can do for the ticks? 
It is all part of responsible access. 
On arrival in the Northlink offices would also be a good place for posters. 

	1. The main difference with BVD Phase 6 for Shetland farmers and crofters is the new measures for the trojan calf.  If a dam is infected with BVD during pregnancy they can produce a persistently infected calf which will spread BVD throughout its life.  The changes are that the calves of dams who move herds while pregnant must be tested.  Testing must be done within 40 days.  

The SAHS has previously funded calf testing for calves born to animals imported from South.  We are proposing to extend this to Shetland-Shetland movements.  
We don’t want to incentivise the more high risk option and we are already losing suckler cows, we don’t want this additional testing to be a reason for further reducing cattle numbers 

	1.  This is a project that we came to be involved in through the Scot Gov Johne’s Working group which HB chairs. 
The project is aimed at herds which have tested Johne’s positive for a while and have not managed eradication.  It involves testing the top 10 highest negative results following a blood test and testing their dung for shedding of MAP.  
We had surplus budget at the end of the year so put this towards funding a mirror Shetland project.  We PCR tested 9 herds.   
Tim Geraghty is organising a follow up meeting about the project, if farmers can come along we will pass along the details.

	1.  The pan-island meeting was very useful.  There was a good attendance from Shetland 
There has been further contact with other members from the pan island following the meeting

	1. HB ran an online course with the crofting federation, it was very busy with a lot of questions. There are issues with availability of practical lambing courses around some of the crofting areas.  Lewis and Harris were able to hold courses this year.  Will discuss this issue through the Pan Island network. 

	1.  The animal health group put together a response to the DEFRA consultation whilst at JH which was circulated to members.
The Sheep Vet Society had a good meeting about it which was very informative and concerns were voiced about lack of data and peer reviewed studies and lack of licensed drug availability for sheep.


	1.   Still thinking to make up a display not begun work on this yet.  
The pictures from the mart’s café have been moved and look cheery on the staircase 

	1. OJF – Ryan Taylor will visit to SRUC ahead of Landwise 



