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1.0 Introduction 
 

Shetland Islands Council’s Admissions Policy sets out the admission arrangements 
to its early learning and childcare (ELC) settings, primary and secondary schools and 
details how placing requests will be considered.   

 
This policy should be considered in relation to the Shetland Islands Council’s 
Accessibility Strategy, Learning Estate Strategy, Accessibility Design Brief as 
outlined: 

 
Document Purpose 
Accessibility Strategy Improving access to education provision. 

Learning Estate Strategy Strategy for managing and improving the school estate. 

Admissions Policy  Admissions arrangements for early learning and 
childcare, primary and secondary schools. 

Accessibility Design Brief Guidance for creating accessible and inclusive learning 
environments. 

 
 
2.0 Legal Duties in Respect of Admissions 
 
Shetland Islands Council is committed to upholding the rights of children and young 
people as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC), as brought into Scots law by the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 
2024. 

 
At the heart of Shetland Islands Council's inclusive approach is the presumption of 
mainstream education (s.15 of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Act (2000)) 
(i.e. the ability of all children to access education with their peers, taking into account 
their needs).  The Council is committed to providing the support necessary for all 
children and young people, including those with disabilities and/or Additional Support 
Needs (ASN), to participate fully in mainstream schools and community life. 
 
The Policy aims to meet Shetland Islands Council’s legal duties in respect of 
admissions and can be summarised as:  

 
• To provide information about schools and ELC settings.   
• To provide information about admission arrangements. 
• To provide information on the right to choose an alternative school by making a 

placing request. 
• To provide information regarding the circumstances in which a placing request 

may be refused, and information on the right to appeal this refusal. 
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3.0 Catchment Areas 
 

Shetland Islands Council has identified catchment areas for all its primary schools 
and secondary schools.  Shetland Islands Council aims to provide a place for each 
pupil in their local catchment school and to meet requests from parents/carers for a 
place at an alternative (non-catchment) school, but there may be occasions when 
this is not possible.  Section 8 references placing request refusals. 

 
The catchment areas for each primary and secondary school are detailed in 
Appendices A and B.  Appendix A shows a map of school catchment areas.  
Appendix B is a text description of each school’s catchment area, noting the main 
populated areas. 

 
When enrolling a pupil within a primary or secondary school, only one address can 
be used to identify the appropriate catchment area and entitlement to transport (as 
per school transport policy).  School transport will not be provided from multiple 
addresses.   

 
There are no defined catchment areas for ELC settings, and a parent can choose 
whichever setting is most appropriate for their child.  In the event of more requests 
for admission to an ELC setting than places, Shetland Islands Council will follow the 
admission arrangements set out below at section 5.   

 
A catchment area can be changed to reflect movement in school rolls and changes 
to the school estate but before a change can be implemented a statutory 
consultation must be undertaken and any proposed change would need to be 
approved by Shetland Islands Council as Education Authority.  Approval of Scottish 
Ministers may also be required in certain circumstances.  
 
4.0 School Information  

 
Information on all ELC settings, primary and secondary schools is available at 
www.shetland.gov.uk/schools-learning.   

In addition, each primary and secondary school must produce a School Handbook.  
These contain information about the school day, staffing and educational aims.  
School handbooks are available at: www.shetland.gov.uk/schools-learning.   

 
Copies of the above information can be supplied or inspected on request from:  

 
• Reception, Education and Children’s Services, Hayfield House, Hayfield Lane, 

Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0QD 
Telephone: (01595) 744000 
 

• Individual ELC settings, primary and secondary schools 
  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/1279/school-transport-policy
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools-learning
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools-learning
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5.0  Admission Arrangements  
 

5.1 Early Learning and Childcare Provision for Eligible Three Year Olds and 
 Eligible Four Year Olds 

 
Funded early learning and childcare is available to all eligible children for up to 1140 
hours each school year.  The total number of hours of 1140 is described as an 
entitlement.  This entitlement is provided by a child attending a set weekly pattern of 
up to 30 hours per week over the normal 38-week school year (term time provision) 
or a set weekly pattern of up to 23 hours per week over 50 weeks per year (year-
round provision). 

 
A child whose third birthday falls between the start of an academic session in August 
of one year and the end of February the following year, will commence early learning 
and childcare the day after their third birthday or as soon as practicable thereafter.   

 
A child whose third birthday is between 1 March and the start of an academic 
session in August of that year will commence early learning and childcare education 
in August of that year.  

 
5.2 Early Learning and Childcare Provision for Eligible Two Year Olds  

 
Two year olds are eligible for 1140 hours of free early learning and childcare if they 
meet one or more of the following criteria*:  

• They are Looked After by the local authority, or 
• They are Looked After by kinship carers, or 
• Live with a Parent Appointed Guardian, or  
• Their Parent has experience of care, or 
• Their Parent/Carer receives any of the following benefits:  

− Income Support 
− Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 
− Income related Employment and Support Allowance  
− Incapacity Benefit or Severe Disablement Allowance 
− State Pension Credit 
− Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
− Universal Credit Funded early learning and childcare is available to all 

eligible two year olds for up to 1140 hours each school year.  The total 
number of hours of 1140 is described as an entitlement.  This entitlement is 
provided by a child attending a set weekly pattern of up to 30 hours per week 
over the normal 38-week school year (term-time provision) or a set weekly 
pattern of up to 23 hours per week over 50 weeks per year (year-round 
provision) 

Eligible two year olds can access early learning and childcare from the day after their 
second birthday. 

* These income thresholds are subject to change. Information on the latest figures can be found at 
https://www.mygov.scot/childcare-costs-help/funded-early-learning-and-childcare. 

  

https://www.mygov.scot/childcare-costs-help/funded-early-learning-and-childcare
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5.3 Admission to Early Learning and Childcare Settings 
 

Shetland Islands Council places an advert in the local media during January each 
year, with details of all ELC settings and the admission arrangements.  Early learning 
and childcare must be requested by completing the online registration form.   

 
Online registration forms can be accessed using the following link: - 
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/early-learning-childcare/register-child 

 
Registration forms should be submitted online and must be returned by the specified 
date. 

 
If there are insufficient spaces to accommodate all the requests for admission to an 
ELC setting, then Shetland Islands Council will allocate places in the priority order 
listed below. 

 
• Children who have already attended the ELC setting and wish to continue for 

their second year or have deferred entry to primary school 
• Children with an additional support need, and/or supported by social work or 

health professionals 
• Eligible two year olds (where a setting is appropriately registered) 
• Children who have siblings in the ELC setting 
• Eligible four year olds 
• Eligible three year olds (oldest first) 
 
Once priority spaces have been allocated and there are insufficient spaces left to 
accommodate the remaining requests, if all other factors are equal a ballot or a 
waiting list will be used to determine the allocation of remaining places.  

 
When a child has not been allocated a place in the requested setting, the 
parents/carers will be contacted by Education and Children’s Services to discuss an 
alternative offer.   

 
Parents/carers can still ask that their requested setting retain their child’s name in 
case a space becomes available during a school year.  In any such eventuality the 
criteria in the priority order for allocating spaces will be applied again to determine which 
child is offered any space that may become available. 
 
5.4 Admission to Primary One 

 
Parents/carers have a duty to educate their children (by sending them to school or 
providing alternative education).  A child will normally start attending school in 
August when their fifth birthday falls between 1 March of that year and the end of 
February in the following year.  Therefore, any child whose fifth birthday falls after 
the end of February normally has to wait until the following August to start school.   

 
A parent may decide to take full responsibility to provide education for their child at a 
private school or at home.  If this is the case, parents/carers of children due to start 
primary one are requested to notify Shetland Islands Council in advance of enrolling 
their child in a private school or of starting home education provision.  

 
Shetland Islands Council places an advert in the local media during January each 
year, with details of all primary schools, catchment areas and the admission 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/early-learning-childcare/register-child
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arrangements.  Commencement of primary education must be requested by 
completing an online enrolment form. School Enrolment – Shetland Islands Council. 
 
For any pupil to qualify for admission to their local catchment school, parents/carers 
must satisfy Shetland Islands Council that they ordinarily reside within the catchment 
area, either at the time the child will start school, or shortly thereafter.  Appropriate 
information and evidence will be required to support all admissions.  Details of 
supporting evidence required is set out on the enrolment form.   

 
If a parent decides that they do not want to send their child to the local catchment 
area school, then the parent can make a placing request for the child to attend a 
different school.  The procedure for making a placing request is outlined below at 
section 7.0.   

 
Enrolment forms and placing requests received between the specified date and 15 
March will be dealt with in accordance with the priority order.   

 
Enrolment forms received after 15 March will be dealt with in order of receipt.  

 
5.5 Early Admission to Primary One  

 
Early admission may be possible if it is considered appropriate to the needs of the 
child.  Early admission will be considered in consultation with the Head Teacher, 
ELC setting as well as the Educational Psychology Service (EPS) and the Quality 
Improvement Team.  The final decision will be taken by the Chief Education Officer / 
Executive Manager of Education and Learning.  

 
Early admission must also be subject to there being sufficient space in the Primary 1 
or composite class.   

 
Early admission must be requested by completing the relevant application form.  
This form is available from - 

 
• All ELC settings 
• All primary schools 
• Reception, Education and Children’s Services, Hayfield House, Hayfield Lane, 

Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0QD 
 

The application form should be completed and returned to: - 
 

Education and Children’s Services 
Shetland Islands Council 
Hayfield House 
Hayfield Lane 
Lerwick 
ZE1 0QD 
childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. 

 
The application form should be submitted by the 15 March each year for determination 
by 30 April.  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/school-enrolment
mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk
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5.6 Deferred Admission to Primary One  
 

If a child’s fifth birthday falls between the first day of an academic year in August and 
the end of February, they can receive a further year of funded early learning and 
childcare should their parent/carer choose to defer entry into Primary 1 until the 
following academic year.  Term dates are agreed in advance by the Council and can 
be viewed at: https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/term-dates  

 
Parents/carers should always consult with the ELC setting and the receiving primary 
school to discuss deferring their child entering Primary 1 and receiving a further year 
of early learning and childcare. 

 
Application forms for deferring entry into Primary 1 can be completed using this link 
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/school-enrolment/4. The application form 
should be submitted by 15 March each year for determination by 30 April.  
 
5.7 Repeating or Moving Forward One Academic Year  
 
Repeating an academic year or moving forward an academic year may be possible if 
it is considered appropriate to the needs of the child.  Repeating an academic year 
or moving forward an academic year will be considered in consultation with the Head 
Teacher, ELC setting, where appropriate, as well as the Education Psychology 
Service and Quality Improvement Team.  The final decision will be taken by the 
Chief Education Officer / Executive Manager Education and Learning. 
 
Repeating an academic year or moving forward an academic year must also be 
subject to there being sufficient space in the relevant class.   
 
Repeating an academic year or moving forward an academic year must be 
requested by completing the relevant application form.  This form is available from:  

 
• All primary schools; 
• Reception, Education and Children’s Services, Hayfield House, Hayfield Lane, 

Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0QD. 
 
The application form should be completed and returned to: - 

 
Education and Children’s Services 
Shetland Islands Council 
Hayfield House 
Hayfield Lane 
Lerwick 
ZE1 0QD 
childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. 

 
The application form should be submitted by the 15 March each year for 
determination by 30 April. 
 
  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/term-dates
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/school-enrolment/4
mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk
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5.8 Admission to other Primary Stages 
 

Children moving into a catchment area may be admitted to other primary stages at 
any time of the school year if there is a place or reserved place available.  The same 
rules as for admission to primary 1 above will apply.   

 
Parents/carers must complete an enrolment form which is available online. 

 
5.9 Capacity of Primary Schools 

 
The capacity for each of Shetland Islands Council’s primary schools is determined by 
a number of factors including the projected roll for the catchment area, maximum 
class sizes, the budget allocated to each school and the physical capacity of the 
school building.  The capacity of primary schools therefore may fluctuate on an 
annual basis.  For up-to-date information on the capacity of a particular primary 
school, please contact childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. 

  
The class limits for primary schools are:  
 
• Single teacher school – 19 pupils 
• Composite classes (a class with more than one age group) – 25 pupils 
• P1 single year groups – 25 pupils 
• P2 – P3 single year groups – 30 pupils 
• P4 – P7 single year groups – 33 pupils 

 
Reserved Places 
 
To maintain some capacity to accept pupils who move into a catchment area during 
the school year, reserved places are established for each primary school.   
 
For primary schools one reserved place will be kept per class.  For example: 

 
• One reserved place in a one teacher - one class school. 
• Five reserved places in a five teacher - five class school. 
• Ten reserved places in a ten teacher - ten class school.   

  
Oversubscription 

 
On occasion Shetland Islands Council may receive more applications for children to 
attend their catchment area primary school than its capacity allows.   

 
If there are insufficient spaces, Shetland Islands Council will allocate places in the 
priority order listed below: 

 
• Children with an additional support need, and/or supported by social work or 

health professionals. 
• Children who have siblings at the primary school. 
• Children who would have the furthest distance to travel to their nearest 

alternative school with a place available. 
 

Once priority spaces have been allocated and there are insufficient spaces left to 
accommodate the remaining requests, if all other factors are equal a ballot will be 
used to determine the allocation of places.  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/school-enrolment/4
mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk
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When a child has not been allocated a place in their catchment area school, the 
parents/carers will be contacted to discuss an alternative offer of primary education.   

 
Schools will retain a waiting list of pupils in their catchment area who have not been 
successful in obtaining a place should a space become available (i.e. due to a child 
leaving). In any such eventuality the criteria in the priority order for allocating places will 
be applied again to determine which child is offered any place which has become 
available. 
 
5.10 Admission Arrangements - Secondary 

 
Parents/carers of a child who is to transfer from primary to secondary education at 
the end of Primary 7 will receive information regarding the relevant secondary 
school.  Each primary school will also arrange a transition programme to assist 
pupils through the transfer from primary to secondary education.   

 
As almost all pupils entering a secondary school will transfer from one of Shetland 
Islands Council’s primary schools a further enrolment form does not need to be 
completed.   

 
If a parent/carer decides that they do not want to send their child to the local 
catchment area school, then the parent/carer can make a placing request for the 
child to attend a different school.  The procedure for making a placing request is 
outlined below at section 7.0.   

 
In exceptional circumstances pupils residing within a catchment area may be refused 
a place if the school is physically unable to accept more pupils and will be directed to 
the nearest alternative school.   

 
If a child attends a primary school through a placing request, the child will be 
expected to transfer to their catchment area secondary school.  Should a 
parent/carer wish their child to move on to the secondary school associated with the 
primary school their child attends because of a placing request or another secondary 
school, then a further placing request must be made in accordance with Section 7.0.  
 
If, however, a pupil joins a secondary school from another local authority, an 
enrolment form must be completed, and appropriate proof of identity and home 
address will be required.  Enrolment forms are available online. 

 
5.11 Capacity of Secondary Schools 
 
The capacity of each secondary school and junior high school is determined by a 
range of factors including pupil role, curriculum requirements, staffing levels, 
specialist teaching accommodation, timetabling arrangements, health and safety 
considerations and the physical capacity of the school building. As these factors may 
change over time the capacity is reviewed periodically and may vary from year to 
year.  

 
For up to date information on the capacity of a particular secondary and junior high 
schools, please contact: childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. 
  
  

mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk


 - 12 - 

 
The class limits for secondary schooling are:  
 
• S1, S2 non-practical classes – 33 pupils 
• S3-S6 non-practical classes – 30 pupils 
• Practical classes – 20 pupils 

 
6.0 Admission to Specialist Units 

 
Shetland Islands Council has two special units for meeting intensive/complex 
additional support needs.   

 
Bell’s Brae Primary School’s Additional Support Needs unit caters for pre-school and 
primary children with complex additional support needs.   

 
The Anderson High School has a unit within the school which caters for secondary 
aged children with complex additional support needs. 
 
Placements within these are at the discretion of Education and Children’s Services 
and are informed by the team around the child.  Access to the units sits out with the 
normal admissions policy.  

 
In keeping with the publication of Supporting Children’s Learning Code of Practice 
Statutory Guidance on the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) 
Act 2004, the Council will ensure that at least one school in each geographical 
cluster meets the Accessibility Design Brief.  
 
For more information and advice, please contact the Equity, Inclusion and Wellbeing 
Team at childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. Telephone: (01595) 744000 
 
7.0 Placing Request Procedure 

 
Parents/carers who do not wish their child to attend the catchment area school can 
submit a placing request requesting that their child attend another school.  Shetland 
Islands Council will aim to meet parental choice where and when this is possible. 
Once a young person has reached the statutory school leaving age of 16, they can 
make a placing request for themselves. 

 
Education and Children’s Services will place an advert in local media during 
January/February each year advising that there is an expectation that all pupils will 
attend their catchment area school.  The advert will explain how to obtain information 
about the current catchment areas within Shetland.  The advert will explain that if a 
pupil wishes to attend a school out with their catchment area for the next school year 
starting in August, then a placing request must be made to Education and Children’s 
Services.  
  
The advert will advise parents/carers and young people that placing requests to 
attend a different school should be made using Education and Children’s Services 
Placing Request Form.  It will also specify that, to receive a decision by 30 April, 
Placing Request Forms should be returned by 15 March.   
Parents/carers and young people wishing to make a placing request should 
complete the Placing Request Form (online).  A hard copy is available from:  

 
• All schools 

mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk
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• Online Placing Request Form 
• Reception, Education and Children’s Services, Hayfield House, Hayfield Lane, 

Lerwick ZE1 0QD 
 

Hard copies should be returned to: 
 

Director of Education and Children’s Services 
Education and Children’s Services  
Hayfield House 
Hayfield Lane 
Lerwick  
ZE1 0QD 
 
Placing requests received on or before 15 March for a child to attend a particular 
school commencing in August of the next academic session will be determined by 30 
April.  All other placing requests will be determined within two months of receiving 
the completed form. 

 
8.0 Grounds for Refusing Placing Requests 
 
The wording of the reasons that the Education Authority can refuse your placing 
request is set out in Section 28A(3) of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, as inserted 
by Section 1 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1981, as amended by Section 33(3) of 
the Education (Scotland) Act 1996, as inserted by Section 44 of the Standards in 
Scotland's Schools etc Act 2000: 

 
(a) If the child in the specified school would: 

 
1. make it necessary for the authority to take an additional teacher into 

employment 
2. give rise to significant expenditure on extending or otherwise altering the 

accommodation at or facilities provided in connection with the school 
3. be seriously detrimental to the continuity of the child's education 
4. be likely to be seriously detrimental to order and discipline in the school  
5. be likely to be seriously detrimental to the educational wellbeing of pupils 

attending the school 
6. assuming that pupil numbers remain constant, make it necessary at the 

commencement of a future stage of the child's primary education, for the 
authority to elect to create an additional class (or an additional composite 
class) in the specified school or take an additional teacher into employment at 
the school 

7. though neither of the tests set out in sub-paragraphs 1 and 2 above is 
satisfied, have the consequence that the capacity of the school would be 
exceeded in terms of pupil numbers 

 
(b) if the education normally provided at the specified school is not suited to the age, 
ability or aptitude of the child 

 
(c) if the education authority have already required the child to discontinue his 
attendance at the specified school 

 
(d) if, where the specified school is a special school, the child does not have 
additional support needs requiring the education or special facilities normally 
provided at that school  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/school-enrolment/2
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(e) if the specified school is a single-sex school (within the meaning given to that 
expression by Section 26 of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975) and the child is not of 
the sex admitted or taken (under that section) to be admitted to the school 

 
(f) if the acceptance of a placing request for a child who is resident outwith the 
catchment area of the specified school would prevent the Education Authority from 
retaining reserved places at the specified school or in relation to any particular stage 
of education at the specified school 
 
If a placing request is refused, the parents/carers or the young person will be 
advised of the statutory ground for refusal.  A place will be allocated at the relevant 
catchment area school or a particular school nominated by Shetland Islands Council.  

 
Should Shetland Islands Council receive more placing requests for children to attend 
a school than its capacity allows, places will be allocated in the priority order listed 
below: 

 
• Children with an additional support need, and/or supported by social work or 

health professionals. 
• Children who have siblings at the school. 
• Children who have experienced bullying/and or racial harassment (independent 

evidence will be required). 
• If the nature of the parent’s/carer’s employment has a direct effect on the need to 

make a placing request for their child. 
 

Once priority places have been allocated and there are insufficient places left to 
accommodate the remaining requests, if all other factors are equal, a ballot will be 
used to determine the allocation of places.   

 
9.0 Appeals Procedure When Placing Requests are Refused 

 
There is an appeals procedure for parents/carers and young people to follow if they 
are unhappy with a decision to refuse their placing request.  Details of the appeals 
procedure will be provided in the letter advising that the placing request has been 
refused.   

 
Shetland Islands Council has established the Placing Requests Appeals Sub-
Committee to determine any appeals and comprises of three persons to be drawn 
from a panel of independent persons and elected members. 

 
If a parent or young person is unhappy with the decision of the Placing Requests 
Appeals Sub-Committee then there is a further right of appeal to the Sheriff Court.   

 
In cases where a placing request has been made under the Education (Additional 
Support for Learning) Act 2004, appeals against refusal will, in some cases, be made 
to the local Placing Requests Appeals Sub-Committee and in other cases be made 
to the Health and Education Chamber of the First-tier Tribunal for Scotland (formerly 
the Additional Support Needs Tribunal for Scotland).  Advice should be sought on 
the appropriate body to deal with such appeal.  Further information on appeals 
processes can also be found here: School placement appeals - Enquire. 

 
 

https://healthandeducationchamber.scot/additional-support-needs/12
https://healthandeducationchamber.scot/additional-support-needs/12
https://enquire.org.uk/parents/choosing-school/school-placement-appeals/
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10.0 School Transport 
 

Shetland Islands Council has a School Transport Policy which details the entitlement 
to school transport.  It can be accessed here or by emailing 
childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. 

 
Parents/carers who choose to send their child, through a placing request, to a school 
other than their designated school will be responsible for their child’s transport.  

 
It is important that parents/carers consider their responsibility for providing transport, 
when making a placing request.    

 
There is no legal requirement for Shetland Islands Council to provide transport to a 
pre-school setting.  However, in exceptional circumstances transport may be 
provided at the discretion of Shetland Islands Council.  This will be determined on a 
case-by-case basis and subject to a referral process.   

 
For further details on school transport please email 
childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk. 

 
For further details of Pre-School Transport please contact:  
  
Shetland Family Centre 
SIC Education and Children’s services 
28 Burgh Road 
Lerwick 
ZE10LA 
Telephone: (01595) 745400 
shetlandfamilycentre@shetland.gov.uk 
 
11.0 Complaints  
 
If dissatisfied with the application of this Policy, a complaint under Shetland Islands 
Council’s Complaints Handling Procedure can be submitted.  A copy of Shetland 
Islands Council’s Complaints Handling Procedure can be obtained by contacting 
Education and Children’s Services or accessed online at 
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/contact-us/make-complaint. 

 
12.0 Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed and monitored every three years or sooner if required 
due to a change in legislation or the school estate.   
 
Any future changes to the policy in relation to regulating priorities for admission, or 
placing in schools generally, will require statutory consultation.  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/1279/school-transport-policy
mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk
mailto:childrensservices@shetland.gov.uk
mailto:shetlandfamilycentre@shetland.gov.uk
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/contact-us/make-complaint
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Appendix A (Map of Catchment Areas) 
 

 
Appendix B (Table of Catchment Areas) 
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Schools Information and Catchment – Shetland Islands Council 
 
Children’s Services-Admissions Policy Catchment Areas 
Below are descriptions of catchment areas with main populated areas noted. 
 
North Isles Cluster 
Baltasound Junior High School The whole island of Unst. 
Cullivoe Primary School North Yell including Gloup, Cullivoe, 

Gutcher, North Sandwick, Sellafirth and 
Colvister. 
 

Mid Yell Junior High School Central Yell including Basta, The Herra, 
Camb, North-a-voe, Mid Yell, East Yell, 
Aywick and West Sandwick. 
 

Burravoe Primary School The South of Yell including Burravoe, 
Gossabrough, Hamnavoe, Ulsta, 
Cuppister and West Yell. 
 

Fetlar Primary School* The whole island of Fetlar. 
 
North Mainland Cluster 
North Roe Primary School North Roe, Lochend and as far south as 

the Collafirth Pier. 
Ollaberry Primary School From Collafirth including Swinister, 

Ronas Voe, Ollaberry, Gluss and 
Bardister. 
 

Urafirth Primary School Eshaness, Hillswick, Urafirth, Heylor and 
Hamar. 
 

Brae High School From Ennisfirth in the North, including 
Sullom, Islesburgh, Brae, Muckle Roe, 
Graven, Wethersta as far south as 
Parkgate. From Mulla, including Voe, 
Lower Voe, Dale and Collafirth.  
Catchment area extends West to the 
Loch of Gonfirth. 

Lunnasting Primary School From Lunna, including Vidlin, Swining 
and Laxo. 

Mossbank Primary School Mossbank, Toft and Firth. 
 
Whalsay and Skerries Cluster 
Whalsay School The whole island of Whalsay. 
Skerries School* Both inhabited islands of Skerries.  

 
  

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/schools/schools-information-catchment
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West Mainland Cluster 
Sandness Primary School Melby, Norby, Sandness and Bousta. 
Happyhansel Primary School Including Walls, Dale of Walls, West 

Burrafirth as far east as West Houlland. 
 

Aith Junior High School Including Sandsound, Bixter, Aith, 
Clousta, Gonfirth, East Burrafirth, Twatt, 
Noonsbrough, Tresta and Gruting. 

Skeld Primary School* Skeld, Reawick, Culswick and Sand. 
Papa Stour Primary School* The whole island of Papa Stour 

 
Central Mainland Cluster 
Whiteness Primary School Including Whiteness, Stromfirth, 

Weisdale, Cott, South Whiteness. 
Tingwall Primary School Including Griesta, Tingwall, Wadbister, 

Girlsta and Brunthamarsland. 
Scalloway Primary School Scalloway, Trondra and as far north as 

the Loch of Tingwall. 
 

Hamnavoe Primary School Both West Burra and East Burra. 
 

Nesting Primary School From the southside of Laxo Voe 
including Drury, North Nesting and South 
Nesting. 
 

 
Lerwick Cluster 
Bells Brae Primary School Lerwick east of the Ayre of Clickimin and 

including Frakkafiel, the whole of the 
island of Bressay 

Sound Primary School Lerwick west of the Ayre of Clickimin, 
Gulberwick and Brindister. 
 

Foula Primary School The whole island of Foula 
 
 
South Mainland Cluster 
Cunningsburgh Primary School Quarff, Fladdabister, Cunningsburgh as 

far south as Mail. 
Sandwick Junior High School Sandwick including Hoswick.  As far 

south as Channerwick. 
Dunrossness Primary School Levenwick, Bigton, Maywick, Quendale, 

Virkie, Boddam and Scousburgh. 
Fair Isle Primary School The whole island of Fair Isle. 
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Secondary Schools (feeder Primaries) 
Baltasound Junior High School Baltasound Junior High School Primary 

Department 
Mid Yell Junior High School Cullivoe Primary School, Mid Yell Junior 

High School Primary Department and 
Burravoe Primary School 

Brae High School North Roe Primary School, Ollaberry 
Primary School, Urafirth Primary School, 
Mossbank Primary School, Lunnasting 
Primary School and Brae High School 
Primary Department. 

Whalsay School Whalsay School Primary Department 
Aith Junior High School Sandness Primary School, Happyhansel 

Primary School, Skeld Primary School 
and Aith Junior High School. 

Anderson High School Bells Brae Primary School, Sound 
Primary School, Fetlar Primary School, 
Foula Primary School, Fair Isle Primary 
School, Papa Stour Primary School, 
Scalloway Primary School, Hamnavoe 
Primary School, Nesting Primary School, 
Tingwall Primary School, Whiteness 
Primary School, Skerries School. 

Sandwick Junior High School Cunningsburgh Primary School, 
Sandwick Junior High School Primary 
Department, Dunrossness Primary 
School. 

 
*Temporarily Closed (formerly Mothballed) 
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