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Through the 

years  



Early people  

We think settlers in Shetland  

went fishing, but also grew crops 

and kept animals in periods of 

warmer weather.  

It is likely that the 

earliest settlers in 

Shetland hunted 

wild animals, fish 

and birds.  

Few relics have 

survived from the 

early periods of 

Shetlandõs history. 

Remnants which may have given us information 

about diet and hunting methods decayed long 

ago before we could assess them.  

This broken quern was discovered in 

Sumburghñit dates from the bronze 

age, which means people in Shetland at 

that time did grow and grind crops.  

A warmer climate 

greeted Shetland  

around 2500BC.  

These bone ôdisgorgersõ are for removing fish 

hooks and gorges from the mouths of fish. 

They were found in Shetland and used  

between 3000BC and 1100AD.  



The Picts lived in mainland 

Scotland from around the 6th 

to the 9th Century, possibly 

earlier.  Indications of a burial 

at Sumburgh suggest that 

Picts had probably settled in 

Shetland by 300AD.  

THE PICTS  

The Picts built 

the Mousa Broch  

We think Picts went fishing, but 

also grew crops and kept animals 

in periods of warmer weather.  

They cultivated the land, before the Vikings 

made their way to Shetland from Norway.  



Vikings! 

Viking boats that travelled to Shetland 

were strong, sea - worthy but lightweight.  

The design of the Viking boats 

developed into the ôShetland 

boatõ style in later years. 

The Orkneyinga Saga mentions 

fishing in Shetland briefly ñoff 

Fair Isle, and off Sumburgh.  

Species of bone found 

from this era include 

cod, saithe and ling.  

 ò...and Uni took three 
Hjatlanders, and they took 

a six oared boaté 
in Sumburgh Voe a poor old 
bondi drove out as each was 

readyéó 

The Orkneyinga 

Saga is an  

Icelandic saga 

probably  

written after 

1200.  

  

 

 


