	Minutes for Committee Meeting of the Shetland Animal Health Scheme to be held at 11:30am on Tuesday the 3rd of June 2025

	Lerwick Marts Meeting Room / MS Teams

	Attendees
Hilary Burgess 
Lucia Malcolmson (LCM)
Osla Jamwal-Fraser
Karis Johnson
Cecil Eunson
Kris Bevan 

	Agenda
1) Apologies
2) Minutes from the last meeting
3) Approve public minutes for website 
4) Shipping Report
5) Vet Report
6) Sheep Lambing – EAE Report 
7) Sheep Dipping Update
8) Summer Flock Testing Update
9) Information for Shows
10) Funding for SAHS Projects 
11) Ticks 
12) AOCB 


	1) Apologies

	2) Minutes from the last meeting 
Communications Calendar
Getting new pier staff to SAHS meeting
Research into changing pier treatments 
Species on the edge would be interested in a cattle project and having people keep more cows but there is no funding for this 
We have a meeting tomorrow to discuss the lab. 
The issues are mostly ongoing
The Fixed Penalty Notice Consultation on behalf of the SAHS has been submitted

	3) Approve public minutes for website 
Group checked over the public minutes and made some changes ahead of it going on the website 
LCM to put public minute on the website

	4) Shipping Report 
This half is the quieter half of the year 
Export sheep is up from last year 
There are more LCs on order 
There was a good visit to the pier by environmental health which was very useful 

	5) Vet Report
Started the sheep testing for the summer flock tests, it seems like a very busy testing year. 
This has been a successful lambing season with no abortion storms and people have been doing abortion testing.  
arrange regroup meeting about summer flock testing in July.  
Lets hope for better EAE vaccine availability for the next lambing season.  

	6) Sheep Lambing – EAE Report 
Included in vet report 

	7) Sheep Dipping Update
Is there any update on the consolidated days? – Not yet as sale dates haven’t been released 
Discussion of prices for next shipping season  
Should we consider a discounted rate for people taking in larger numbers of sheep? 
We don’t want to encourage people to import more sheep than they need to
Would it be useful to make sheep scab videos about peoples experience with it south? 
You’re unlikely to get a farmer to give a testimony about having sheep scab because it is a reportable disease
An SAC Consultant said -If you put sheep to a mart south you expect it to have sheep scab.
Would an SAC consultant be a good option to get information out there? 
speak to communications about making a video with someone from the Scottish Mainland about sheep scab.  

Infrastructure developments – no 
SLMG has ongoing projects and is working on plans for a permanent dipper Keep the system the same for the incoming dipping season 
If Scot Gov had gotten a dipper for the Western Isles there would be precedent for one to come here however this is looking unlikely 
SAC is hearing that they want more dipping availability across the isles generally

	8) Summer Flock Testing Update
Included in vet report

	9) Information for Shows
Map and Consolidated days leaflet on the same sheet.  
Previously some people were interested in the map and some were interested in the consolidated days but they need both sets of information 
make up show leaflets 

	10) Funding for SAHS Projects
SAC can apply for funding through the SRUC as it is registered as a charity 
They would be unable to apply for funding that they would also be tendering on but would be able to support projects.  
Ask the pan island network places about how they are getting funding for their activities. 

	11) Ticks 
On social media there was a lot of discussion about ticks
vets have been sending ticks away to tick surveillance unit and they are Ixodes Ricinus 
General feeling is that ticks are more common this year and have appeared much earlier in the season 
Vet nurses have had a lot more feedback about ticks this year.  
take a further look into ticks. 
We need to speak to pet owners about the ticks especially if taking your pet on holiday is becoming more common.  
Vet paperwork should include questions about taking your pet to the Scottish mainland 
We should do more publicity about ticks to pet owners 
This is a one health project that has human health effects too as well as the increase in sheep diseases that comes with them. 
make a Poster 
Shetland Vets to do a social media post aimed at pet owners  

	12)AOCB
 



